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Supreme  Court  rejects 
gay  military  cases 

Activists  chastise  justices ,  but  find  relief  in 
avoiding  conservative  court  precedent 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

WASHINGTON  —  Efforts  to  overturn 
the  U.S.  military  policy  of  excluding  gay 
men  and  lesbians  were  set  back  again  Feb. 
26,  when  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  refused  to 
hear  the  cases  of  a  gay  man  and  a  lesbian 
ousted  under  the  policy.  Giving  no  explana¬ 
tion  for  its  decision,  the  court  let  stand  lower 
court  decisions  against  former  naval  officer 
James  Woodward  and  former  army  reserve 
member  Miriam  Ben-Shalom. 

Advocates  for  gay  men  and  lesbians  in  the 
military  expressed  mixed  emotions  about 
the  Supreme  Court’s  action.  Paula  Et- 
telbrick,  legal  director  of  Lambda  Legal 
Defense  and  Education  Fund,  said  she  was 
initially  surprised  and  relieved  that  the  con¬ 
servative  court  did  not  take  the  cases.  If  it 
had,  she  said,  it  would  have  probably 
upheld  the  lower  court  decisions  in  favor  of 
the  anti-gay  policy  and  “totally  decimated” 
the  constitutional  rights  to  equal  protection 
for  gay  men  and  lesbians.  But  Ettelbrick 
said  she  was  also  “furious”  at  the  Supreme 
Court  for  allowing  the  discriminatory 
regulations  to  continue  to  exist. 

Woodward  echoed  Ettelbrick’s  sen¬ 
timents.  He  told  GCN  he  was  “disap¬ 
pointed,  but  the  decision  wasn’t  totally 
unexpected,”  adding,  “It  could  have  been 
worse,”  in  reference  to  the  likelihood  that 
the  court  would  have  upheld  the  ruling 
against  him.  “Then  we’d  have  had  a 
Supreme  Court  precedent  against  us,”  he 
said. 

Woodward,  who  lives  in  San  Diego,  was 
ousted  from  active  service  in  1974  after  he 
was  seen  socializing  at  an  officer’s  club  with 
an  enlisted  soldier  who  was  in  the  process  of 
being  kicked  out  of  the  Navy  for  being  gay. 
When  he  had  enlisted  in  1972,  Woodward 
had  answered  “yes”  to  the  question  on  the 
recruitment  form  that  asked  whether  he  had 
“homosexual  feelings.”  He  answered  “no” 
when  asked  if  he  had  engaged  in  “homosex¬ 
ual  acts.”  Although  he  knew  answering  af¬ 
firmatively  to  either  question  jeopardized 
his  chances  for  induction.  Woodward  told 
GCN  that  he  thought  no  one  involved  in 
processing  his  application  noticed  the 
response. 

When  Woodward  came  under  investiga¬ 
tion,  he  told  his  commanding  officer  that  he 
was  “homosexually  oriented”  and  asked 
that  he  be  allowed  to  remain  on  active  duty. 
The  Navy  denied  his  request,  despite  having 
invested  two  years  of  training  and  granting 
him  a  relatively  high-level  security  clearance. 
A  federal  appeals  court  ruled  last  March 
that  in  ousting  Woodward  the  military  had 
not  violated  his  constitutional  right  to  free 
speech  or  equal  protection. 

Ben-Shalom,  a  former  sergeant  in  the  ar¬ 
my  reserves  who  lives  in  Wisconsin,  has  also 
struggled  against  homophobic  military 
policies  for  over  a  decade.  Originally 
discharged  for  “admitting”  her  lesbianism 
in  1976,  she  won  reinstatement  in  1979.  But 
when  her  contract  expired  in  the  mid-1980s, 
Ben-Shalom  was  barred  from  re-enlisting, 
leading  to  a  second  legal  battle.  Although 
Ben-Shalom  won  reinstatment  from  a  trial 
court  in  January  of  1989..  the  Seventh  Cir¬ 


cuit  Court  of  Appeals  court  overturned  that 
decision  in  August,  upholding  the  military’s 
right  to  exclude  gay  men  and  lesbians. 

Woodward  and  Ben-Shalom’s  cases  are 
similar  in  that  both  were  excluded  for  identi¬ 
fying  as  gay  or  lesbian,  not  for  engaging  in 
“homosexual  acts.”  Under  the  military 
policy,  those  who  engage  in  gay  or  lesbian 
sex  can  be  thrown  out,  as  well  as  anyone 
who  “by  virtue  of  their  statements 
demonstrate  a  propensity  to  engage  in 
homosexual  conduct.”  Legal  observers 
agree  that  the  underpinning  for  the  exclu¬ 
sion  of  those  who  engage  in  gay  sex  is  the 
Supreme  Court’s  Hardwick  decision,  which 
upheld  Georgia’s  sodomy  law. 

“The  logic  [of  the  exclusion  policy]  is  you 
can  take  a  law  against  sodomy  and  punish 
someone  who  has  indicated  a  propensity  for 
action,”  said  Kathy  Gilberd  of  the  Military 
Law  Task  Force  of  the  National  Lawyer’s 
Guild.  Lambda’s  Ettelbrick  added,  “Clear¬ 
ly  the  military  is  much  more  threatened  by 
people  who  identify  as  gay,  as  opposed  to 
people  who  commit  acts....  They  don't  want 
a  bunch  of  loud-mouthed  activists  in  the 
military.” 

Various  speculations  have  been  made 
about  why  the  Supreme  Court  chose  not  to 
hear  Woodward  and  Ben-Shalom’s  cases. 
Nan  Hunter,  director  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights  Project  of  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  (ACLU),  said  that  “The 
court  is  waiting  for  different  lower  courts  to 
issue  conflicting  opinions  on  the  constitu¬ 
tionality  of  the  [military’s  exclusion]  policy 
before  it  must  accept  one  of  these  cases  to 
resolve  the  conflict.” 

Ettelbrick  said  it  was  “difficult  to  read 
what  happened  with  the  court,”  but  that 
refusing  to  hear  the  cases  was  “an  effort  to 
not  see”  the  overwhelming  evidence  that 
points  to  the  bias  and  unconstitutionality  of 
the  policy.  For  example,  Ettelbrick  cited  the 
military-commissioned  report  made  public 
last  October  through  the  evidence-finding 
process  of  the  case  of  Joseph  Steffan,  who 
was  thrown  out  of  the  Naval  Academy  for 
refusing  to  answer  questions  about  his  sex¬ 
uality.  The  report,  which  the  military  at¬ 
tempted  to  prevent  from  being  made  public, 
found  that  sexuality  had  no  relationship  to 
job  performance  in  the  military.  The  report 
further  said  that  gay  and  lesbian  members  of 
the  armed  forces  posed  no  increased  security 
threat,  and  it  indicated  that  the  exclusion 
policy  was  unjustified.  (See  GCN,  Oct.  29, 
1989.) 

Several  other  cases  which  challenge  the 
exclusion  policy  are  in  various  stages  of 
litigation  throughout  the  country.  Although 
each  of  them  is  thought  to  strongly 
demonstrate  the  unconstitutionality  of  the 
policy,  legal  experts  are  increasingly  sug¬ 
gesting  that  strategies  to  overturn  the  policy 
must  not  be  limited  to  the  courts. 

Robert  Bray,  of  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF),  told  GCN 
that  activists  should  focus  attention  on 
legislators  and  the  administration.  Bray  said 
that  Secretary  of  Defense  Richard  Cheney 
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CDC  pushes  for  changes 
in  immigration  policy 

Despite  efforts  by  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  to  ease 
restrictions  for  people  with  AIDS  and  other  “ contagious 
diseases,  ”  HIV  will  remain  on  restricted  list  because  of  a 
Congressional  act 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

ATLANTA  —  The  federal  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  (CDC)  is  moving  to  have  all 
“contagious  diseases”  except  active  tuber¬ 
culosis  removed  from  the  list  used  by  im¬ 
migration  officials  to  restrict  those  seeking 
to  travel  to  or  live  in  the  U.S.  Although  the 
CDC  recommendations  would  remove 
AIDS  from  the  list,  HIV,  the  virus  thought 
by  many  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS,  would  re¬ 
main  on  the  list  because  it  was  placed  there 
by  an  act  of  Congress.  As  a  result,  even  if 
the  new  recommendations  go  into  effect, 
current  policy  restricting  the  travel  and  im¬ 
migration  of  people  who  test  positive  for 
HIV  antibodies  will  not  change. 

The  CDC  is  required  by  law  to  keep  a  list 
of  “dangerous  and  contagious  diseases” 
that  immigration  officials  use  to  prevent 
people  from  visiting  or  living  in  the  U.S. 
Among  the  “diseases”  listed  are  leprosy,  in¬ 
fectious  tuberculosis,  syphilis,  gonorrhea, 
AIDS,  and  “infection  with  the  human  im¬ 
munodeficiency  virus  [HIV].”  AIDS  and 
HIV  both  appear  on  the  list  because  they 
were  added  at  different  times  through  dif¬ 
ferent  methods.  AIDS  was  added  through 
administrative  action  by  the  Justice  Depart¬ 
ment  when  Edwin  Meese  was  Attorney 
General.  To  make  an  even  broader  restric¬ 
tion,  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R-N.C.)  in  1987 
authored  legislation  (passed  by  the  Senate 
96-0)  that  added  HIV  to  the  list. 

Restrictive  measures  used  by  the  Im¬ 
migration  and  Naturalization  Service  (INS) 
have  included  detaining  travelers  who  either 
say  they  have  HIV  or  who  are  otherwise 
suspected  of  being  infected  (like  those  carry¬ 
ing  AIDS-related  medicines  like  AZT).  And 
all  immigrants  and  refugees  who  apply  for 
permanent  residence  must  submit  to  an  HIV 
antibody  test.  Positive  results  have  been  us¬ 
ed  to  deny  residency  and  deport  such  ap¬ 


plicants. 

Much  public  attention  and  international 
criticism  has  been  focused  on  the  U.S. 
policy,  especially  as  it  pertains  to  travelers 
(see  GCN,  Feb.  4,  1989).  Pressure  to  change 
the  policy  has  grown  in  recent  months,  as 
many  international  and  national  groups 
have  announced  boycotts  of  the  upcoming 
Sixth  International  Conference  on  AIDS, 
which  is  scheduled  to  be  held  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  in  June.  (See  GCN,  Jan.  28,  1990.) 
Although  some  of  the  restrictions  on 
travelers  have  been  eased  by  the  policy 
changes  adopted  by  INS,  the  boycotters 
have  said  they  will  not  attend  any  con¬ 
ference  in  the  U.S.  until  the  discriminatory 
policies  are  eradicated. 

The  CDC’s  new  recommendations  came 
after  Assistant  Secretary  for  Health,  James 
Mason,  initiated  a  review  of  the  CDC’s  list 
of  dangerous  contagious  diseases. 
Observers  have  said  that  the  review  process 
was  generated  in  part  as  a  response  to  grow¬ 
ing  international  and  domestic  pressure.  (In 
addition  to  those  protesting  the 
discriminatory  nature  of  the  policies,  there 
are  many  in  the  U.S.  scientific  and  business 
communities  who  have  strong  interests  in 
the  policy  being  changed,  since  future  inter¬ 
national  conferences  are  unlikely  to  be  held 
in  the  U.S.  as  long  as  it  remains  in  place.) 

At  a  Feb.  5  meeting,  CDC  officials  and 
“outside  medical  experts”  contacted  by 
Mason  examined  the  list,  and  came  up  with 
the  proposed  recommendations,  which 
would  eliminate  everything  but  infectious 
tuberculosis  and  HIV.  John  Brown, 
spokesperson  for  the  Public  Health  Services 
Department  in  Washington  (a  branch  of  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services),  told  GCN  that  if  the  recommen- 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“Contrary  to  our  expectation  that 
homosexual  women  would  show  ‘male-like’ 
performances,  the  scores  of  these  women 
were  either  no  different  or  poorer  than  those 
of  their  heterosexual  peers.” 

—  Unidentified  researchers,  in  the  January 
issue  of  The  Monitor,  a  publication  of  the 
American  Psychological  Association.  In  an 
article  called,  “ Differences  explored  in  gays 
and  straights,  ”  Monitor  writer  Tina  Adler 
offers  an  update  on  recent  studies.  Con¬ 
ducted  by  researchers  at  the  North  Dakota 
State  University  in  Fargo,  one  new  study 
collected  data  for  the  first  time  on  dif¬ 
ferences  between  spatial  abilities  of  lesbians 
and  heterosexual  women.  The  researchers 
said  they  were  surprised  by  the  results 
because  since  many  studies  have  suggested 
that  men  score  higher  on  spatial  ability  tests 
than  women,  they  assumed  lesbians  would 
do  better  than  straight  women.  The  article 
also  said  that  in  their  quest  to  determine  dif¬ 
ferences  between  gay  and  straight  people, 
researchers  are  concentrating  on  en¬ 
vironmental,  psychological,  and  biological 
factors  that  may  influence  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  because  "looking  for  a  ‘cause’  of 
homosexuality  has  gone  out  of  vogue.  ” 

ACT  UP/Boston 
forms  women’s 
caucus 

BOSTON  —  Calling  for  increased  access 
to  treatment  for  women,  an  end  to  lesbian 
invisibility,  and  more  recognition  of  the  im¬ 
pact  of  AIDS  on  women,  the  local  ACT  UP 
chapter  has  announced  the  formation  of  a 
women’s  committee.  An  open  meeting  to 
seek  input  and  ideas  will  be  held  March  6. 

In  calling  for  the  new  committee,  ACT 
UP  says  that  there  are  significant  differences 
in  the  way  AIDS  affects  women  and  the  way 
AIDS  affects  men.  For  instance,  after  an 
AIDS  diagnosis,  women  die  sooner  than 
men,  and  women  with  AIDS  are  often  mis¬ 
diagnosed  by  doctors  because  they  may 
develop  different  symptoms  than  men.  ACT 
UP  also  points  out  that  even  though  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  women  with  AIDS  are  women  of 
color,  primarily  Latina  and  Black  women, 
most  education  and  outreach  programs  are 
not  multicultural,  sex-positive,  woman  and 
lesbian-positive  or  accessible.  The  women’s 
committee  will  also  work  for  the  inclusion 
of  data  on  lesbians  and  bisexual  women  by 
the  Centers  for  Disease  Control,  which  cur¬ 
rently  excludes  lesbians  in  its  AIDS 
research.  Finally,  the  new  committee  will 
work  on  gaining  more  access  to  treatment 
for  women,  who  are  excluded  from  drug 
trials  because  of  gender  and  class. 

The  March  6  meeting  will  be  held  at  6:00 
at  the  Harriet  Tubman  House,  566  Colum¬ 
bus  Ave.  at  Mass.  Ave.  The  closest  T  stop  is 
the  Mass.  Ave.  stop  on  the  Orange  line.  For 
more  information,  call  Iris  Bennett  at 
354-8894  or  Jen  Wofford  at  266-6101. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Boston  group  holds 
forum  on 
defamation  in  the 
media 

BOSTON  —  The  local  chapter  of  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Alliance  Against  Defamation 
(GLAAD)  will  sponsor  its  first  major  event, 
a  forum  on  “Minorities  and  the  Media: 
Combatting  Defamation,”  March  5. 

“It  is  very  fitting  that  this  forum  is  our 
first  major  public  event,”  said  Masha 
Gessen,  co-chair  of  GLAAD.  “Each  of  our 
communities  —  lesbians  and  gay  men,  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  and  other  disabilities,  people 
of  color,  Jews,  women  —  are  portrayed  by 
the  mainstream  media  in  the  same 
stereotypical  and  dismissive  way,  when  we 
are  portrayed  at  all,”  she  said,  and  added, 
“But  together,  we  make  up  the  vast  majori¬ 
ty  of  media  consumers  —  which  should 
make  us  very  effective  at  combatting 
defamation.” 

The  panel  will  include:  James  Brooks, 
founder  and  co-director  of  the  Disabled 
People’s  Liberation  Front  and  executive 
director  of  the  City  of  Boston  Commission 


for  Persons  with  Disabilities;  Sally 
Greenberg,  Anti-Defamation  League  of 
B’nai  B’rith;  Ann  Pellegrini,  Massachusetts 
chapter  of  the  National  Organization  for 
Women;  Karin  Schwartz,  assistant  director 
of  the  GLAAD/New  York;  and  Wayne 
Wright,  executive  director  of  the 
Multicultural  AIDS  Coalition. 

The  forum  will  be  held  in  the  Piemonte 
Room  at  City  Hall  at  7:00pm,  March  5.  For 
more  information,  call  Masha  Gessen  at 
445-2746. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Celebrations 
planned  for 
International 
Women’s  Day 

BOSTON  —  At  least  three  local  events 
will  mark  International  Women’s  Day 
(IWD)  this  year.  Two  annual  happenings, 
the  Dorchester  International  Women’s  Day 
Celebration  and  the  International  Women’s 
Day  radio  program,  are  scheduled  for  Sat., 
March  10,  while  a  third  event,  a  Women’s 
Day  Radio  Music  Celebration,  is  planned 
for  March  8,  the  actual  IWD  date. 

The  13th  annual  Dorchester  celebration 
will  take  place  at  the  Grover  Cleveland 
School  from  9:30  to  4:00,  and  is  entitled, 
“Strong  and  Together:  A  Vision  for  the 
90s.”  The  morning  activities  will  feature 
workshops  on  a  number  of  topics,  including 
racism,  women  and  the  trades,  young 
moms,  housing,  and  women  in  other  coun¬ 
tries.  Workshops  will  be  followed  by  lunch, 
a  crafts  and  resources  fair,  and  a  2pm 
celebration  featuring  speakers  and  music. 
The  event  is  wheelchair  accessible,  and  day 
care  is  available  with  pre-registration. 
Spanish  and  ASL  interpretation  will  be 
available  throughout  the  day.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  (617)  739-9751,  voice,  or 
(617)  436-2002,  TTY. 

The  Say  it,  Sister!  (SIS)  radio  collective 
will  be  picking  up  the  12th  annual  IWD 
Radio  program  on  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  The 
program  will  air  from  8  a.m.  until  midnight 
March  10.  In  the  past,  the  IWD  radio  pro¬ 
gram  has  been  produced  by  Boston 
Women’s  Community  Radio  (BWCR),  who 
announced  in  December  that  the  radio  pro¬ 
gram  was  not  happening  this  year  (see  GCN 
Dec.  10).  SIS  has  picked  up  the  torch  from 
BWCR,  and  will  produce  programming  that 
is  “a  mixture  of  the  political,  personal, 
academic,  musical,  serious,  celebratory, 
and  the  comical,”  according  to  SIS.  An  im¬ 
pressive  program  includes  topics  as  diverse 
as  warriors  in  Vietnam  and  Panama,  a  les¬ 
bian  soap  opera,  gefilte  fish  and  reproduc¬ 
tive  rights.  For  more  information,  contact 
Kim  Motylewski  at  (617)  868-6066. 

WUMB  radio,  91.9  FM,  will  be  featuring 
a  spotlight  on  a  woman  musician  every  hour 
on  the  half  hour  from  6:30  am  to  12:30  a.m. 
March  8.  Highlighted  performers  will  in¬ 
clude  Ferron,  Joan  Baez,  Eliza  Gilkyson, 
Eileen  McGann,  and  Odetta.  For  a  com¬ 
plimentary  program  guide,  call  (617) 
287-6900. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Palestinian  art 
exhibit  on  display 
after  conflict 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass.  —  An  exhibit  of 
photographs  from  the  Palestinian  intifada 
will  be  featured  at  the  main  branch  of  the 
Cambridge  Public  Library  from  Feb.  26  to 
March  10. 

The  exhibit,  which  is  touring  nationally,  is 
being  sponsored  by  the  Palestine  Solidarity 
Committee.  “It  felt  so  important,  getting  it 
into  a  public  space,”  said  Committee 
member  Joanna  Kadi.  “We  didn’t  want  just 
the  same  old  crowd  that  comes  to  all  the 
Palestinian  events  to  be  the  only  ones  to  see 
it.” 

According  to  Kadi,  there  were  some  con¬ 
flicts  with  the  library  over  whether  the  ex¬ 
hibit  was  ‘political’  or  ‘artistic.’  She  said 
that  when  the  library  saw  the  introductory 
text  to  the  exhibit,  they  rejected  it,  and  con¬ 
sidered  rejecting  the  captions  accompanying 
the  photographs.  Following  pressure  by  the 
Committee,  the  library  backed  down.  As  it 
stands,  the  exhibit  contains  no  introduction, 
and  the  pictures  have  captions. 

□  Laura  Briggs 
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FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 
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General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 

HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
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COPLEY  SQUARE 
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HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 
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GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
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HEALING  SERVICES 
FOR  ALL  AFFECTED 
BY  AIDS  


For  persons  with  AIDS 

For  their  families  and  friends 

For  those  in  the  healing  professions 

For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 

For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 

For  all  who  seek  God’s  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

March  13 

First  Church  Unitarian 
John  Eliot  Square 
Roxbury 
Time:  7:30  pm 

Sponsored  by  the  Ecumenical 
Task  Force  on  AIDS 

For  more  information: 

(617)  628-7665 


Massage  Therapy  Works! 


To  relieve  pains  and  discomfort 
To  give  you  the  most 
relaxing  hour  you  can  imagine 
To  make  you  better  at 
your  favorite  sports 
To  give  as  a  gift 
any  time  for  any  reason 

I  have  eight  years  experience 
doing  healing  work  with  all 
kinds  of  women. 

MAY  I  HELP 
YOU  TOO? 


Call  Beth  Walsh 

at  623-7258 
for  details  and  apt. 


*  1  * 

You  Haven’t  Really 
Grown  Up 

if  you  worry  about  your  par¬ 
ents  constantly. .  .if  you  expect 
them  to  get  you  out  of  trou¬ 
ble. .  .if  you  let  their  opinions 
run  your  life. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 


596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 
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Conference  raps  FBI,  cops 

Activists  discuss  FBI  and  police  harrassment  of  Black  and 
Puerto  Rican  communities 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  At  a  time  when  local  media 
and  community  groups  are  calling  for  in¬ 
creased  police  presence  in  Boston’s  Black 
and  Latino  neighborhoods,  and  the  police 
and  mayor  are  defending  a  policy  of  stop¬ 
ping  and  frisking  young  Black  and  Latino 
men,  a  day-long  conference  at  Roxbury 
Community  College  Feb.  24  struck  a 
significantly  different  note.  Entitled  “The 
African  American  and  Puerto  Rican  Com¬ 
munities  Versus  the  Police  State,”  the  con¬ 
ference  linked  local  police  policies  with 
police  and  FBI  harassment  of  Puerto  Rican 
independence,  Black  Power  and  Civil  Rights 
movements. 


NEWS 

ANALYSIS 


The  conference  was  divided  into  three 
panels.  The  first  focused  on  police  behavior 
in  American  cities,  including  the  Boston 
stop  and  search  policy,  and  the  arrest  and 
imprisonment  in  Chicago,  New  York,  and 
Puerto  Rico  of  members  of  the  Movimiento 
de  Liberation  Nacional  Puertorriqueno 
(MLN),  a  group  advocating  Puerto  Rican 
independence  from  the  United  States.  The 
conference’s  second  and  third  panels 
highlighted  the  history  of  FBI  harassment  of 
activists,  particularly  in  light  of  FBI 
documents  that  have  become  available 
under  the  1973  Freedom  of  Information 
Act.  The  second  concentrated  on  Puerto 
Rican  Independentistas,  while  the  third 
focused  on  Black  movements  for  liberation. 

The  entire  conference  was  accessible  in 
English  and  in  Spanish,  with  simultaneous 
translation  available.  Panel  members  spoke 
in  English  or  Spanish,  and  audience 
members  who  were  not  bilingual  used  head¬ 
phones  to  hear  the  translation.  A  diverse 
group  of  about  200  RCC  students,  Black 
and  Puerto  Rican  community  activists, 
peaCfc'  activists,  and  Central  America  ac¬ 
tivists  attended  the  conference.  Many  con¬ 
ference  participants  were  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians. 

The  day  began  with  condemnation  by  a 
number  of  speakers  of  Boston  police’s  con¬ 
troversial  “stop  and  frisk”  policy,  which 
some  say  is  aimed  at  deterring  gang 
members  from  carrying  weapons.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  panel  member  Rev.  Graylan  Ellis- 
Hagler  of  the  Church  of  the  United  Com¬ 
munity,  the  practice  is  not  “stop  and  frisk” 
but  stop  and  search,  with  police  regularly 
ordering  young  men  to  drop  their  pants  on 
the  street. 

“I  worry  very,  very  much  about  this 
generation  of  young  people  who  have  been 
victimized  by  this  policy,”  said  Geraldine 
Hines,  a  Civil  Liberties  Union  of 
Massachusetts  attorney  bringing  a  case 
against  the  Boston  police  for  stop  and 
search  incidents.  “There  is  a  scar  that  no 
one  can  take  away  —  and  I  don’t  think  we 
even  know  what  that  will  mean.  It  takes 
away  their  dignity  and  their  self-esteem,” 
she  said. 

Stop  and  frisk,  or  stop  and  search,  has 
been  the  center  of  considerable  controversy 
in  Boston,  particularly  in  the  wake  of  the 
Stuart  murder  case.  A  year  ago,  a  police 
spokesperson  announced  that  known  gang 
members  would  be  randomly  stopped  and 
frisked  for  guns,  and  some  members  of  the 
Black  community  publicly  came  out  in  sup¬ 
port  of  this  policy.  In  April  of  1989,  a 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  judge  ruled  that  the 
policy  was  unconstitutional  because  it 
allowed  police  to  stop  people  without  any 
suspicion  that  they  had  committed  a  crime. 
Police  Commissioner  Francis  Roache  said 
that  no  such  policy  existed,  and  Attorney 
General  James  Shannon  said  he  was 
satisfied  that  there  was  no  stop  and  frisk 
policy. 

Then,  in  October,  the  city  was  rocked  by 
reports  of  a  sensational  murder:  young, 
white,  pregnant  suburbanite  Carol  Stuart 
had  been  robbed  and  shot.  Her  husband, 
suffering  a  serious  abdominal  wound,  said  a 
Black  man  did  it,  and  the  police,  the  mayor, 
and  the  media  called  for  an  immediate  and 
aggressive  investigation.  In  January,  the 
story  unravelled  as  a  racist  hoax  when  fami¬ 
ly  members  came  forward  with  information 
that  Stuart’s  husband,  Charles,  had  killed 
his  wife.  Charles  Stuart  committed  suicide. 

Following  these  revelations,  many  in  the 
Black  community  denounced  police  miscon¬ 


duct  and  public  searches  of  young  Black 
men.  Inquiries  into  police  behavior  are  cur¬ 
rently  being  conducted  by  Shannon,  and 
U.S.  Attorney  Wayne  Budd. 

Recently,  the  furor  over  the  Stuart  case 
seems  to  have  died  down,  and  many  inside 
and  outside  the  Black  and  Latino  com¬ 
munities  are  again  calling  for  aggressive 
police  response  to  crime.  The  local  media 
are  running  daily  front  page  stories  about 
the  problem  of  youth  violence,  and  police 
have  announced  that  they  will  increase 
visibility  in  the  neighborhoods.  One 
neighborhood  group  in  Dorchester  has  even 
printed  buttons  that  read  “Frisk  me.” 

On  Feb.  23,  the  day  before  the  con¬ 
ference,  the  FBI  announced  that  it  was 
beginning  its  own  inquiry  into  possible  civil 
rights  abuses  in  the  Stuart  murder  investiga¬ 
tion.  The  announcement  provided  a 
heightened  context  for  the  conference 
discussions  of  FBI  harassment,  intimida¬ 
tion,  and  neutralizing  of  activists,  with 
many  arguing  that  the  FBI  is  not  a  champion 
of  civil  rights. 

“At  6:10  in  the  morning  I  was  woken  up 
by  19  FBI  agents  dressed  in  black  with  their 
faces  painted.  I  was  in  my  nightgown,  and  I 
was  not  allowed  to  get  dressed.  My  children 
were  sleeping,  and  the  agents  had  their  guns 
pointed  at  their  heads.  When  I  think  about 
FBI  repression,  I  think  about  that,”  said 
panelist  Ivonne  Meitndez. 

Melendez  w  as  one  of  1 5  Puerto  Ricans  ar¬ 
rested  on  August  30,  1985,  when  200  FBI 
agents  raided  the  homes  of  people  the  agen¬ 
cy  believed  were  members  of  the  in¬ 
dependence  movement.  She  and  other 
defendants  were  arrested  in  Puerto  Rico, 
and  removed  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  because 
she  said,  “No  one  in  Puerto  Rico  would 
believe  that  we  were  terrorists.”  She  served 
16  months  in  preventive  detention,  denied 
bail  because  the  prosecution  argued  that 
they  were  a  danger  to  the  community  and 
could  not  be  trusted  not  to  flee.  She  and 
eight  others  are  still  awaiting  trial. 

According  to  panelist  Roberto  Roldan  of 
New  York’s  Puerto  Rican  Institute  for  Civil 
Rights,  there  is  a  long  history  of  repression 
of  independence  activists  in  Puerto  Rico.  In 
the  1950s,  he  said,  there  were  “in¬ 
discriminate  arrests  of  supposed  members 
of  the  Independence  Party,  even  though  the 
government  had  no  evidence  that  linked 
them  to  any  crime.  With  most  of  our  leader¬ 
ship  jailed,  the  government  carried  out  a 
voter  registration  drive.”  In  1967,  a 
plebiscite  in  Puerto  Rico  certified  its  current 
status  as  a  Commonwealth  of  the  U.S., 
which  some  term  colony  status.  Noting  that 
the  U.S.  government  hailed  the  release  of 
African  National  Congress  leader  Nelson 
Mandela  after  27  years,  Meltiidez  said, 
“Our  leaders  were  also  in  jail  for  27  years. 
It’s  very  interesting  the  United  States 
doesn’t  say  anything  about  its  own  prisoners 
of  war.” 

In  the  third  panel,  Kenneth  O’Reilly  made 
the  connection  between  events  in  Boston 
and  FBI  activities  against  national 
movements  explicit.  He  spoke  about  the 
dual  role  of  the  FBI,  to  protect  civil  rights 
and  to  investigate  community  activism  for 
civil  rights.  O’Reilly,  author  of  Racial  Mat¬ 
ters,  has  examined  FBI  documents  on  the 
Black  Power  and  Civil  Rights  movements. 
According  to  Reilly,  whenever  the  FBI  in¬ 
vestigated  civil  rights  violations,  it  also  in¬ 
vestigated  the  community. 

O’Reilly  cited  as  examples  the  FBI  in¬ 
vestigation  in  1954  of  the  murder  of  14-year 
old  Emmett  Till,  who  was  brutally  murdered 
by  white  supremacists  for  supposedly 
whistling  at  a  white  woman.  O’Reilly  said 
the  agency  used  the  investigation  as  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  investigate  his  mother  and  the 
NAACP  in  Chicago.  When  the  FBI  con¬ 
ducted  an  inquiry  into  the  1964  bombing  of 
a  Birmingham,  Ala.,  church  which  killed 
three  girls,  according  to  O’Reilly,  it  also  in¬ 
vestigated  Black  organizing  in  Birmingham. 
He  said  that  he  believed  the  FBI  investiga¬ 
tion  into  the  Boston  Stuart  murder  case 
would  also  entail  intelligence  gathering 
about  Boston’s  Black  activists. 

State  Representative  Byron  Rushing 
(D-9th  Suffolk)  suggested  that  anyone  who 
is  visited  by  the  FBI  in  Boston  contact  his  of¬ 
fice,  so  local  community  members  can 
follow  the  methods  of  the  FBI.  Black  Pan¬ 
thers  attorney  Brian  Glick  reminded  au¬ 
dience  members  that  they  are  not  required  to 
talk  to  the  FBI,  that  only  a  Grand  Jury  can 
compel  testimony.  □ 


Sylvia  Sidney,  notorious  regular  performer  at  Jacques 


Drag  bar  under  attack 

Neighbors  complain  about  loud  noise  and  unlawful 


occurrences 

By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  Bringing  charges  of  noise 
violations  and  illegal  activities,  some  people 
who  live  near  a  local  drag  bar  are  attempting 
to  close  the  club,  which  has  been  a  com¬ 
munity  institution  for  over  50  years. 

“A  small  nucleus  of  people  in  the 
neighborhood  don’t  like  to  see  drag 
queens,”  said  Donald  Richard,  who 
manages  the  club,  Jacques.  “That’s  why 
some  people  are  trying  to  close  us  down,” 
he  said. 

During  hearings  held  Feb.  6  by  the  Licens¬ 
ing  and  Consumer  Affairs  Commission  to 
determine  the  fate  of  Jacques’  entertain¬ 
ment  license,  members  of  the  Bay  Village 
Neighborhood  Association  testified  that 
Jacques  was  the  cause  of  excessive  noise  and 
illegal  activity  in  the  neighborhood. 

According  to  Commissioner  Diane 
Modica,  the  commission  is  still  considering 
the  case,  and  expects  to  reach  a  decision 
within  the  next  few  weeks. 

Modica  said  that  an  investigation  into 
noise  violations  has  already  partially  vin¬ 
dicated  Jacques.  At  the  hearings,  Maura 
Giles,  vice-president  of  the  neighborhood 
group,  testified  that  she  was  moving  out  of 
her  apartment  because  she  could  not  stand 
the  noise  from  the  music  in  the  bar.  “We 


went  into  the  apartment,”  said  Modica, 
“and  we  didn’t  hear  any  noise  at  the  level 
they  said  they  usually  played  it  at.  When 
they  turned  it  up  higher,  we  could  hear  a  lit¬ 
tle.”  According  to  Modica,  the  commission 
will  do  an  unannounced  test  of  the  noise 
level  at  a  future  date. 

Regarding  potential  license  violations  for 
alleged  illegal  activities  in  the  bar,  Modica 
said  that  the  Commission  would  consider 
the  seriousness  of  the  charges  in  making  a 
decision  about  whether  to  suspend  or  take 
other  action  against  Jacques’  license.  The 
violations  include  several  drug-related 
charges  and  an  assault  and  battery  from 
1988. 

“If  I  call  the  police  because  something 
gets  out  of  hand,  I  get  written  up  for  it,” 
said  Richard,  who  considers  these  allega¬ 
tions  to  be  unfair.  He  said  that  he  has  tried 
to  be  responsive  to  people  who  live  near  the 
bar.  He  told  GCN  that,  in  the  past,  he  has 
removed  speakers  from  the  bar  because  of 
concerns  about  the  noise,  and  that  he 
regularly  patrols  the  streets  outside  of  Jac¬ 
ques  in  order  to  prevent  people  from  con¬ 
gregating.  Further  concessions  to  the  bar’s 
neighbors  include  closing  at  midnight  and 

Continued  on  page  6 


Charges  reduced  in 
undercover  Harvard  busts 

Pressure  from  gay  and  lesbian  students  leads  to  positive 
action  by  the  university 


By  Joseph  Cice 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass.  —  After  more 
than  a  month  of  activism  by  lesbian  and  gay 
students  at  Harvard  University,  felony 
charges  against  twelve  men  accused  of 
“lewd  and  gross”  conduct  in  the 
university’s  Science  Center  bathroom  have 
been  reduced  to  misdemeanor  charges.  The 
students  seem  to  have  succeeded  in  preven¬ 
ting  further  arrests  in  the  bathroom  as  none 
were  reported  during  February.  Moreover, 
instead  of  using  plainclothes  officers  in  en¬ 
trapment  operations,  the  Harvard  police 
have  agreed  to  post  signs  warning  that 
uniformed  guards  will  periodically  patrol 
the  bathroom. 

Morris  A.  Ratner,  co-chair  of  the  Har¬ 
vard  Law  School  Committee  on  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Legal  Issues,  told  GCN,  “These  are 
big  concessions  because  it  means  no  more 
undercover  stings.  And  the  police  have  in¬ 
dicated  their  understanding  that  these  situa¬ 
tions  do  not  warrant  felony  charges  in  the 
future.” 

The  first  arrests  occurred  Jan.  18,  and  the 
police  allegedly  paraded  the  arrestees  in 
front  of  a  crowd  on-  the  way  out  of  the 
Science  Center.  During  the  following  two 
weeks,  more  arrests  were  made,  bringing  the 
number  up  to  12. 

In  a  letter  recently  published  by  The  Har¬ 
vard  Crimson,  Ratner  and  Jarret  T.  Barrios, 
co-chair  of  the  Bisexual,  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Students  Association,  called  the  police  tac¬ 


tics  “violent,”  and  lambasted  The  Crimson, 
which  had  printed  the  names  of  some  of  the 
men. 

Ratner  said  that  despite  criticisms  about 
the  way  police  officers  conducted  the  ar¬ 
rests,  including  the  use  of  anti-gay  language, 
handcuffs,  and  rubber  gloves,  Daniel 
Steiner,  General  Counsel  to  the  University, 
rejected  the  activists’  request  that  police  of¬ 
ficers  participate  in  “sensitivity  training.” 
Patrick  W.  Santana,  co-chair  of  the  Har¬ 
vard  Divinity  School  Bixexual,  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Caucus,  said  that  in  a  Feb.  9  meeting 
between  Steiner  and  a  newly  formed  group 
named  the  Harvard  University  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Emergency  Coalition,  “Steiner  admit¬ 
ted  having  never  considered  the  fact  that  the 
felony  charges  had  been  excessive,  that  the 
use  of  plainclothes  officers  could  be  seen  in 
a  discriminatory  historical  context,  that  this 
could  be  seen  as  a  gay  issue.” 

Nevertheless,  the  meeting  led  to  an  agree¬ 
ment  that  a  nine  person  committee  —  com¬ 
posed  of  three  members  of  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community,  three  members  of  the  police 
department,  and  three  people  appointed  by 
Harvard’s  administration  —  will  meet  in 
early  March  to  discuss  “educational”  issues 
surrounding  the  incidents.  Santana  express¬ 
ed  satisfaction  that  the  police  now  seemed  to 
realize  that  “arrests  are  an  ineffective 
policy.  They  will  only  serve  to  make  the 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


. . . 

GCN  Job  Opening 

Staff  Writer/Circulation 
Co-Coordinator 

Available  in  April/May.  Research,  in¬ 
vestigate,  and  write  news  stories  with  a  national 
scope  and  also  stories  about  Boston/New 
England.  May  include  some  analytical/feature 
writing  as  well.  Share  responsibilities  with  other 
staff  writer  for  coordinating  weekly  mailing  of 
paper  and  processing  subscriptions. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  skills  and  abili¬ 
ty  to  write  several  stories  under  weekly  deadline 
pressure.  Knowledge  of  national/local  lesbian  and 
gay  community  and  issues  helpful.  Strong 
organizational  and  record-keeping  skills  as  well  as 
knowledge  of  data  entry  and/or  computers  also 
helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  March  2,  1990. 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to  les- 
bian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to 
collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance,  routine  health 
care  through  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid  vacation. 
GCN  offers  staff  members  responsibility  for  their 
own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  in¬ 
novation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 
to:  GCN  job  Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


Talk  about  divisive 

Dear  GCN: 

This  is  an  open  letter  to  Bob  Kavin,  who 
wants  to  file  a  complaint  with  the  Boston 
Human  Rights  Commission  because  he  felt 
excluded  when  Crone’s  Harvest  held  a 
women-only  event.  [See  GCN  Jan  7-13  issue 
for  details.  —  Ed.  ] 

Bob,  you  ignorant  twit,  how  many  times 
do  we  have  to  fight  the  same  battles?  How 
many  times  do  we  have  to  educate  our  gay 
brothers,  and  soothe  their  injured  egos 
when  their  weenies  are  unwanted. 

In  this  oppressive  society,  lesbians  need  to 
come  together  as  lesbians  to  re-establish  our 
identity,  fight  assimilation,  and  identify  our 
own  issues.  We  need  to  have  separate  space 
from  those  that  oppress  us  (that’s  you, 
honey!).  A  primary  tactic  of  oppression  is  to 
infiltrate,  divide  and  assimilate.  Groupings 
of  oppressors,  on  the  other  hand,  serve  to 
keep  information  and  advantages  accessible 
only  to  themselves.  This  is  why  it  would  be 
unthinkable  to  have  white  lesbian-only 
events,  or  thin  lesbian-only  events,  but  it  is 
important  to  have  lesbian-only  or 
women’s-only  events.  Excluding  the  op¬ 
pressed  perpetuates  oppression,  excluding 
the  oppressors  breaks  down  oppressive  in¬ 
stitutions.  Therefore,  it’s  unthinkable  to 
forceably  insert  yourself  into  a  group  where 
you  represent  the  oppressor.  Such  as  a  white 
lesbian  at  a  woman  of  color-only  event,  or  a 
gay  man  at  a  lesbian-only  event. 

Lesbians  have  a  long  history  of  suppor¬ 
ting  gay  male  issues  and  politics.  Now  we  are 
starting  to  focus  on  some  of  our  own  serious 
health,  economic  and  politicial  issues,  and 
we  get  nothing  but  lip  service.  We  need  to 
decide  what  issues  are  important  to  us  as  a 
community,  and  supporting  us  means  you 
have  to  take  our  word  for  it  when  we  say 


'  something  is  important  to  us.  Supporting  us 
means  that  you  work  with  us  in  struggles 
that  we  choose  and  lead.  One  of  the  basic 
tenets  of  sexism  is  that  men  demand  total  ac¬ 
cess  to  women.  It’s  about  power,  not  sex. 
This  is  what  rape  is  about.  You,  Bob,  can¬ 
not  stand  it  that  someplace  exists  where  your 
weenie  isn’t  allowed. 

You  have  the  nerve  to  call  a  woman-only 
event  divisive.  Divisive  is  attacking  the 
women’s  community,  instead  of  straight 
white  male  institutions.  Divisive  is  not  tak¬ 
ing  responsibility  for  your  own  oppressive 
behavior.  Divisive  is  going  into  a  sulk 
because  your  weenie  isn’t  wanted 
somewhere.  If  weenie  adventure  is  what  you 
seek  —  try  sticking  it  in  a  blender. 

Revolting  Lesbians 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 

i 

Supporting  wimmin-only 
events 

Dear  GCN: 

In  the  summer  of  1986,  Sisterfire  became 
a  controversial  topic.  Two  gay  men  did  not 
|  honor  a  sign  that  asked  men  not  to  enter  a 
wimmin  only  booth.  A  fight  broke  out,  and 
the  issue  got  swallowed.  Everyone  was  con¬ 
demned!  Everyone  acted  inappropriately!  j 
This  situation  should  have  never  happened.  ! 

However,  why... why  do  we  need  to 
qualify  our  need  for  separate  womon  only 
space  to  gay  men.  Gay  men  take  up  an  in¬ 
credible  amount  of  space  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  They  have  the  “right  jobs”  and  the 
“right  gender.”  Not  to  mention  the  bars 
and  most  of  the  space  in  the  two  gay 
newspapers  in  Boston.  (I  don’t  want  to  con¬ 
demn  the  community  for  wanting  to  write 
and  protest  the  government’s  reaction  to 
AIDS.) 

But... lesbians  have  donated  an  incredible 
amount  of  time  and  energy  to  gain  rights 
and  services  for  PWA’s.  Is  this  how  we  get 
appreciated?  Wimmin  take  the  risk  to  open 
a  safe  non-alcoholic  place  for  wimmin  to 
politic  and  socialize.  What  they  get  thrown 
in  their  faces  is  a  warning  from  the  Human 
Rights  Commission,  because  a  fellow 
“brother”  went  running  with  threats  of  fil¬ 
ing  charges,  because  he  wasn’t  allowed  to 
participate  in  wimmin-only  events. 

By  the  way,  how  many  gay  men  do  you 
see  at  Take  Back  the  Night  marches  or  pro¬ 
tests  for  accessible  healthcare  for  wimmin 
and  children.  When  are  gay  men  going  to 
support  gay  wimmin! 

_  Suzi  Hart 

Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Thanks 

Dear  GCN: 

Just  a  note  to  say  how  impressive  I  felt 
your  “Call  it  Class”  three-part  discussion 
has  been.  Very  helpful,  interesting,  and  a 
topic  not  usually  taken  up  by  any  group  in 
so  serious  a  way.  Congratulations  to  all  con¬ 
cerned. 

Peace, 

David  McReynolds 
New  York,  N.Y. 

Coming  to  terms  with  our 
pasts 

Dear  GCN: 

So  often  we  can’t  get  beyond  resentment 
and  guilt  when  we  try  to  talk  about  class. 
Thanks  to  everyone  who  honestly  shared 
their  thoughts  on  and  experience  with  class 
and  thanks  to  Pam  Mitchell  and  everyone 
who  put  the  collection  of  articles  together. 
As  someone  who  grew  up  in  what  I  call  a 
first  generation  middle  class  family  I  can  ap¬ 
preciate  the  confusion  some  people  voice 
about  where  exactly  they  fit  in  class-wise. 
My  father  was  one  of  six  children  who  grew 
up  on  a  farm  in  Missouri.  My  mother  grew 
up  in  a  modest  house  in  Bismark,  North 
Dakota,  the  only  child  of  church-every- 
Sunday  Catholics.  Her  father  worked  for 
the  post  office.  She  met  my  father  while 
working  as  a  secretary  on  a  military  base 
during  the  war. 

I  have  a  sketchy  picture  of  what  it  was  like 
for  my  father  growing  up  —  it  seems  the  on¬ 
ly  time  he  would  talk  about  it  was  to  il¬ 
lustrate  a  point.  The  point  being  that  we 
didn’t  know  how  good  things  were  because 
when  he  was  a  kid  he  had  to  walk  five  miles 
to  school  every  day,  etc.  Neither  of  my 
parents  liked  to  talk  about  the  past.  They 
had  no  pride  in  their  class,  only  a  grim  deter¬ 
mination  to  overcome  it.  My  father  went 
from  stockboy  to  produce  buyer  to  being 
one  of  the  vice  presidents  of  a  supermarket 
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chain.  He  started  out  proving  he  was  just  as 
good  as  anyone  else,  and  out  of  bitterness  he 
found  himself  having  to  prove  that  he  was 
better.  I’m  not  sure  which  had  been  more 
hurtful  —  the  shame  he  was  made  to  feel 
growing  up  poor  on  a  farm,  or  the  lack  of 
love  and  recognition  he  got  from  his  father. 
He  drank  as  he  became  more  “successful.” 

What  our  families  give  or  don’t  give  us 
when  we’re  young  affects  who  we  are.  Ideal¬ 
ly,  everyone  would  grow  up  with  economic 
security,  a  sense  of  belonging,  AND  the  love 
of  emotional  stable  parent(s).  My  sister,  two 
brothers  and  I  grew  up  in  a  comfortable 
suburb  of  Chicago,  far  away  from  where 
our  parents  were  born.  We  didn’t  grow  up 
knowing  where  we  came  from  or  where  we 
were  going.  We  were  removed  from  the 
history  of  my  parent’s  lives,  without  the 
sense  of  belonging  one  gets  from  extended 
family  or  a  home  town  community.  That 
was  part  of  the  “American  Dream”  of  star¬ 
ting  anew  and  working  your  way  up  from 
scratch.  (Thank  god  my  mother  was 
Catholic,  otherwise  we  wouldn’t  have  had 
any  sense  of  identity  at  all.) 

My  parents  had  the  money,  but  they 
didn’t  have  the  education,  the  cultured 
background,  the  social  graces,  the  connec¬ 
tions.  Their  oldest  son  never  bothered  to 
finish  college.  He  hangs  sheet  rock  for  a  liv¬ 
ing.  Over  the  years,  I  worked  a  variety  of 
jobs,  up  until  the  last  five  years,  mostly  in 
factories  and  warehouses.  When  I  finally 
did  finish  college,  it  was  here  in  Boston  at  U. 
Mass. 

There’s  a  lesson  in  all  this  that  it  took  me  a 
while  to  learn:  whatever  your  background, 
you  have  to  claim  it  —  like  it  or  not  —  it’s 
part  of  who  you  are.  Deny  it  and  you 
diminish  your  sense  of  identity.  From  my 
parent’s  example,  I  know  it’s  harmful  and 
useless  to  do.  When  it  comes  to  class,  we 
have  to  come  to  terms  with  our  own  par¬ 
ticular  past  in  order  to  see  each  other  as  in¬ 
dividuals,  not  as  symbols  of  our  guilt  or 
targets  of  our  resentment  over  what  might 
have  been. 

_  Monica  Hileman 

Somerville,  Mass. 

Ousting  Rooney 

Dear  GCN: 

A  community  round  of  applause  is  due  to 
the  work  of  the  Gay/Lesbian  Alliance 
Against  Defamation  (GLAAD)  and  their 
ousting  of  Andy  Rooney  from  his  perch  at 
60  Minutes.  Unfortunately  it  took  his  racial 
slurs,  not  homosexual  bigotry,  to  get  the 
suspension.  Unfortunately  he  didn’t  face 
the  full  ax  as  did  Jimmy  “The  Greek” 
Snyder  or  L.A.  Dodger  vice-president  A1 
Campanaris  who  were  both  fired  for  their 
bigoted  bull.  It  was  due  to  pressure  from 
GLAAD. 

If  you  didn’t  get  involved  because  you 
don’t  believe  it’s  possible  to  do  anything 
about  problems  like  this,  write  to 
GLAAD/NY  (80  Varick  Street  #3E,  New 
York,  NY  10013)  or  GLAAD/LA  (P.O. 
Box  741346,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90004)  and 
they’ll  make  believers  of  you. 

If  you’ve  got  the  nerve  to  write  and  re¬ 
quest  some  really  scary  stuff  from  a  little 
Hitler  of  a  man  I  dare  you  to  write  an  “inno¬ 
cent”  note  inquiring  about  an  organization 
headed  by  “Reverend”  Donald  Wildmon  — 
the  American  Family  Association.  Ask  for 
more  information  about  their  group.  It  will 
scare  the  pants  right  on  you.  Write:  AFA, 
107  Parkgate,  P.O.  Drawer  2440,  Tupelo, 
Mississippi  38803. 

David  Reid 
West  Hollywood,  Calif. 

Coming  out  in  the  census? 

No  way. 

Dear  GCN : 

As  a  gay  person  in  a  committed  life-long 
relationship  (1 1  years  so  far),  I  must  decline 
to  take  part  in  the  national  census  which 
will  be  counting  gay /lesbian  couples  for  the 
first  time.  On  one  level,  I  want  to  be 
counted,  so  that  our  huge  numbers  will  be 
revealed. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  truly  do  not  feel  safe 
in  America  in  1990.  Gay  folks  are  illegal  in 
approximately  half  of  the  states  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  There  is  no  national  gay /lesbian  rights 
bill.  People  exposed  to  the  HIV  virus  are 
treated  like  scum  in  this  country  when  they 
try  to  visit  here  from  abroad.  Passive 
genocide  is  going  on  in  this  country  against 
people  with  HIV.  Yet  there  is  loads  of 
money  for  bombs.  Who  knows  how  the  cen¬ 


sus  material  will  be  used?  Who  will  be 
deported?  Who  will  lose  their  jobs?  Who 
will  be  put  in  internment  camps?  No,  until 
we  have  our  rights  on  paper,  I  am  not  safe. 

Would  Jews  in  Nazi  Germany  reveal  their 
Jewishness,  when  Jewishness  was  illegal? 
No.  Why,  then  should  we  gays  and  lesbians 
reveal  ourselves  to  a  system  that  makes  us 
outcasts.  Let’s  be  frank.  Any  government 
that  tells  you  who  you  can  or  can’t  love  is 
fascist. 

As  a  Jew  who  lost  nine  members  of  my 
family  in  the  Holocaust,  I  won’t  be  taking 
part  in  the  U.S.  census. 

Name  withheld  upon  request 

Mike  Duffy:  deserving  support 

Dear  GCN : 

I  write  in  response  to  GCN's  coverage  of 
Mike  Duffy’s  announcement  to  run  for 
State  Rep.  in  the  9th  Suffolk  District  (GCN, 
Feb.  4  issue).  Briggs’  coverage  of  the  event 
should  have  appeared  on  the  editorial  page 
and  not  as  a  news  story. 

In  her  editorial  she  critically  reports  that: 
“The  kickoff  party  was  overwhelmingly 
composed  of  other  young,  white  gay  men.” 
Mike’s  announcement  was  attended  by  75 
people  who  support  Mike’s  candidacy.  I  am 
anxious  to  know  how  Laura  Briggs  knew 
that  the  crowd  was  gay.  Was  it  the  way  they 
walked?  or  spoke?  the  way  they  dressed?  If 
anyone  else  made  that  comment  in  the 
straight  press,  you’d  call  it  homophobic, 
and  you’d  be  correct.  Laura,  how  do  you 
pick  gay  men  out  of  a  crowd? 

She  mentions  that  Mike’s  opponent  has 
the  “priorities  of  civil  rights,  and  civil  liber¬ 
ties,  economic  development,  particularly  in 
communities  of  color,  and  divestment  in 
South  Africa.”  But  if  rather  than  asking 
party  activists,  she  had  asked  neighborhood 
people,  she  would  have  heard  that  they’ve 
seen  no  progress  in  the  areas  of  their  con¬ 
cern,  such  as,  crime,  the  state’s  fiscal 
disaster,  and  AIDS  issues.  Sixties  rhetoric  is 
fine,  but  what  about  the  people  who  are  not 
being  served?  Byron  co-sponsored  the  Gay 
Rights  Bill,  but  it  was  not  until  other 
legislatures  took  sponsorship  from  Byron 
that  the  Bill  began  to  make  progress. 

I  found  it  ironic  that  Laura,  who  did  her 
best  to  turn  this  into  a  racial  issue,  could  on¬ 
ly  find  gay  white  male  Democrat  activists 
who  were  opposed  to  Mike.  The  one  gay 
black  person  she  interviewed  is  so  suppor¬ 
tive  of  Mike’s  campaign  that  he  has 
volunteered  his  time  to  help  Mike  as  finance 
committee  chairman. 

Scondras’  lack  of  support  for  the  first 
openly  gay  male  candidate  for  State  Rep.  in 
this  Commonwealth,  gives  validity  to  the 
long  held  rumor  that  he  has  a  political  deal 
with  Rushing,  in  which  Rushing  pledges 
Rainbow  Coalition  support  of  Scondras,  if 
Scondras  promises  to  discourage  openly  gay 
candidates  from  running  against  Byron.  In 
fact,  in  the  last  election  Scondras  did 
discourage  a  potential  gay  challenge  to 
Byron.  It  appears  Scondras  enjoys  his  posi¬ 
tion  as  THE  gay  public  official  in  Boston, 
and  does  not  want  that  role  challenged. 

Mike  should  be  heartened  by  the  fact  that 
Harvey  Milk  was  also  denied  support  of  the 
San  Francisco  gay  Democratic  establish¬ 
ment,  and  only  received  endorsement  from 
the  gay  Republicans  of  his  city.  This  cam¬ 
paign  will  not  be  divided  along  lines  of  race, 
sexual  orientation,  or  party;  but  will  be  a 
classic  case  of  insiders  vs.  outsiders,  and  its 
time  for  a  change. 

I  challenge  Scondras’  assertion  that  it’s 
wrong  for  the  gay  community  to  vote  for 
Mike.  It’s  time  for  all  progressive  people  to 
vote  for  gay  candidates.  It’s  time  to  have  our 
first  openly-gay  male  State  representative. 
It’s  time  for  gay  people  to  free  themselves 
from  the  shackles  of  a  mentality  that  once 
bound  the  black  community.  A  mentality 
that  says:  Support  the  status  quo.  Don’t 
elect  your  own,  but  instead  support  “our” 
friends  who  will  do  our  work  better  than  we 
can  ourselves.  Don ’t  make  waves.  The  only 
true  point  Scondras  made  was  “If  you  don’t 
vote  for  an  openly  gay  candidate,  you’re 
voting  against  your  own  empowerment.” 

Massachusetts  needs  a  gay  representative 
in  the  State  House.  Mike  Duffy  deserves  our 
support  as  he  is  the  only  person  to  have  the 
courage  and  ability  to  make  that  dream  a 
reality  as  he  challenges  ideologues  of  the 
right  wing  and  the  left  wing  in  Boston’s 
politics. 

Sincerely, 

_  Richard  L.  Tafel 

Cambridge,  Mass. 


Supporting  Byron  Rushing  and 
being  misrepresented 

(GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  from 
David  Scondras  (City  Councillor,  Boston, 
Mass.)  in  response  to  an  editorial  written  by 
Jeff  Epperly,  Editor  of  Bay  Windows,  a 
Boston-based  gay  publication.  —  Ed.  ] 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  outraged  by  Editor  Jeff  Epperly’s 
characterization  of  me  as  a  racist.  His 
editorial  in  the  February  8th  issue  of  Bay 
Windows  took  out  of  context  one  thing  I 
said  in  Gay  Community  News  (GCN,  Feb  4 
issue),  that  we  had  better  understand  that 
slapping  our  friend  Byron  Rushing  in  the 
face,  who  is  a  respected  leader  in  the  African 
American  community,  is  a  slap  in  the  face  to 
the  whole  African  American  community 
unless  there  is  a  very,  very  good  reason  to  do 
it. 

Jeff  didn’t  mention  that  I  said  Rushing 
has  been  a  powerful  friend.  He  stood  up  for 
us  on  foster  care,  he  led  the  call  to  stop  the 
state  police  from  harrassing  gay  men  at  rest 
stops,  he  has  supported  us  with  his  time  and 
votes  and  leadership  over  and  over  again 
throughout  the  years,  and  that  this  is  why  we 
owe  him  our  allegiance. 

Jeff  didn’t  mention  that  I  suggested  Mike 
Duffy  find  a  homophobe  to  run  against, 
that  we  have  few  enough  friends  and  plenty 
of  enemies. 

Jeff  didn’t  mention  that  I  met  with  Duffy 
and  got  no  clear  reason  from  him  on  why  he 
supported  George  Bush  and  Ronald 
Reagan,  hardly  the  gay  community’s 
friends. 

Jeff  didn’t  mention  my  concern  that  Mike 
Duffy’s  campaign  might  become  divisive  by 
forcing  people  to  decide  between  a  solid 
friend  and  fighter  for  us  and  an  openly  gay 
man,  a  difficult  choice  for  many  who  cor¬ 
rectly  believe  we  need  more  openly  gay 
representation. 

Jeff  didn’t  mention  all  these  things 
because  he  didn’t  take  the  time  to  call  me 
and  ask. 

By  not  mentioning  any  of  these  things, 
Jeff  uses  me  to  attack  Rushing.  Nobody 
suggested  that  people  ought  to  vote  along 
race  lines,  except  Editor  Jeff  Epperly  by  im¬ 
plying  this  is  the  basis  of  the  Rushing  sup¬ 
port  within  the  gay  community. 

It’s  Editor  Jeff  Epperly  who,  in  his 
words,  “is  engaging  in  some  of  the  most 
shameless  race-baiting  ever  seen  outside  of 
the  South  Boston  Marshal.” 

Yours  truly, 
David  Scondras 
City  Councillor 
Boston,  Mass 

A  world  worth  coming  out  to? 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  a  prisoner,  convicted  of  robbery 
(which  I  did),  when  I  was  20  years  old,  an 
obviously  stupid  account  by  my  part,  which 
I  won’t  go  into  here. 

I  am  a  gay  man  and  I  carry  myself  as  a 
‘Queen’,  although  not  overly  flamboyantly 
in  here.  I  have  never  been  ‘caught’  in  any  act 
with  anyone  and  the  only  admission  to  my 
preferences  have  been  off  the  record. 
Though,  to  a  trained  eye,  it  is  obvious  what  I 
am  about. 

Presently  I  have  turned  29  and  have  gone 
up  for  parole  recently  (the  fifth  time  since 
1984).  I  am  a  first  term  offender  and  I  was 
turned  down  again  for  parole,  with  the  same 
form  letter.  While  at  my  last  hearing  I  hap¬ 
pened  to  see  some  parts  of  my  ‘review’  file  in 
which  I  saw  a  part  that  said  “possible  pro¬ 
blem  with  homosexuality”.  I  didn’t  know 
whether  to  believe  what  I  had  seen  or  not! 
How  can  my  sexual  choices,  private  as  they 
are  in  here,  have  anything  to  do  with  my  be¬ 
ing  put  on  parole  for  what  I’m  in  here  for?? 
I  have  also  found  out  recently  that  my 
medical  record  contains  an  entry  by  a  doctor 
saying  “inmate  has  a  feminine 
appearance.”  I  would  be  flattered  by  the  at¬ 
tention  if  it  were  only  in  a  positive  way. 

I  have  read  quite  a  few  of  your  papers  and 
my  observation  is  that  you  stand  for  justice 
and  “bringing  out  the  bull”  that  society  is 
handing  out  towards  gay  people.  1  am  pro¬ 
bably  not  the  only  case  by  a  long  shot.  It  is  a 
fact  that  the  penal  system  is  full  of  injustices 
towards  gay  people,  and  it  is  time  for  us  all 
to  ‘speak  out’  for  ourselves  and  for  others  in 
the  ‘same  boat’! 

Bluntly  speaking,  with  all  the  needs  that 
America  has,  housing,  poverty,  food,  etc., 
it’s  a  wonder  where  those  jackasses  get  the 
time  to  worry  about  gay/lesbian,  black/ 
white,  religious  or  not,  etc.  I  wonder 
sometimes  if  there  will  be  a  world  worth 
coming  out  to. 


Naturally,  I  am  appealing  my  recent  deci¬ 
sion  and  thinking  about  getting  a  lawyer  to 
help  me.  I  have  been  a  ‘model’  prisoner, 
have  attended  most  programs  and  done  well 
in  academics  and  trade  school. 

I  just  want  to  let  you  people  know  what’s 
happening,  and  say  that  you’re  doing  ‘great’ 
work! 

J.  ‘Christina’  Brown 
124986 

_  Box  430 

Dillwyn,  VA  23936 


Re-envisioning  feminism  for 
the  ’90s 

Dear  GCN: 

I  made  a  strong  connection  with  Barbara 
Smith’s  article  “Making  the  Connections” 
in  GCN' s  December  24  -  January  6  edition. 

I  too  have  been  searching  for  a  feminism 
that  makes  connections  between  14  women 
murdered  in  Montreal,  Yusuf  Hawkin’s 
death,  the  deaths  of  peoples  in  El  Salvador, 
continued  oppression  of  black  South 
Africans,  the  reality  of  black  infant  mortali¬ 
ty  rate,  police  brutality  against  persons  of 
color,  and  more.  . 

We  must  re-envision  what  feminism  needs 
to  be  and  has  the  potential  of  being  for  the 
1990s  and  beyond.  We  must  work  on  talk¬ 
ing,  writing,  sharing,  meeting  about  our  vi¬ 
sions  as  we  congregate  in  our  homes,  with 
friends,  with  lovers,  in  community  centers. 
The  next  step  after  we  have  recreated/re¬ 
envisioned  feminism,  which  will  take  a  great 
amount  of  effort,  focus,  serious  discussion 
and  commitment,  is  to  create  from  this  a 
“feminist  agenda”  for  the  1990s. 

We  must  “make  the  connections”  and 
take  action  based  on  the  awareness  we  have 
if  we  are  to  survive.  We  must,  as  Barbara 
Smith  states,  “challenge  the  interlocking 
systems  of  oppression”  which  create  the 
conditions  of  our  lives. 

Thank  you,  Barbara,  for  inspiring  me  to 
“make  the  connections,”  to  ask  others  to 
do  the  same,  and  to  start  to  take  action  that 
will  help  change  our  lives! 

_  Sincerely, 

Lisa  Wexler 
Cambridge,  MA 

Smack  dab  in  the  middle  of 
the  Bible  belt 

Dear  GCN: 

We  have  a  very  small  ‘out’  gay  communi¬ 
ty  here  at  the  Kansas  Industrial  Refor¬ 
matory,  smack  dab  in  the  middle  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble  belt.  This  institution  does  not  allow  us  to 
assemble  as  other  groups  have  the  right  to.  I 
would  start  a  gay  committee,  but  getting  the 
petition  of  names  is  forbidden  by  rules,  so 
we  do  not  have  any  rights  here  concerning 
our  sexuality. 

We  do  have  a  mixture  of  people  who  are 
gay  and  a  few  mixed  couples.  I  find  less  pre¬ 
judice  in  here  than  from  the  community  on 
the  streets.  There  are  a  few  of  us  who  do  not 
get  involved  in  relationships  here.  We  do  not 
want  something  that  will  end  soon  when  one 
person  leaves  and  the  other  doesn’t.  Also  we 
know  that  half  of  these  guys  will  go  back  to 
their  girlfriends  and  visit  the  peep  show 
glory  holes  when  they’re  out  anyway. 

Your  newspaper  allows  a  chance  for  the 
gays  on  the  street  to  correspond  with  one  of 
us  behind  bars.  This  is  very  important  to  us. 
We  need  to  know  that  we  are  ‘still  family’  or 
still  important  to  the  community.  It’s  tough 
being  rejected  by  our  ‘own’.  I’m  here  for 
not  paying  my  taxes  (business).  A  friend 
here  is  in  for  dealing  pot.  Shit  happens. 

It  frightens  all  of  us  that  when  we  get  out 
we  will  even  be  rejected  by  our  gay  brothers 
and  sisters.  Maybe  that’s  why  we  need  to 
know  how  you  feel.  Thank  you  GCN  for 
your  much  needed  support! 

William  Morain 
48720 
PO  Box  1568 
Hutchinson,  KS  67504 
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Military 

Continued  from  page  I 

or  President  George  Bush  could  eradicate 
the  policy  “with  the  stroke  of  a  pen”  and 
that  Congress  could  achieve  the  same  result 
through  legislation.  Bray  said  that  the 
historic  exclusion  from  the  military  of  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  and  women  was  not  remedied 
through  the  courts,  so  it  is  unlikely  that  the 
inclusion  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  will  take 
place  that  way. 

Bray  and  others  contacted  by  GCN stress¬ 
ed  the  importance  of  continuing  to  fight  the 
discriminatory  policy.  When  asked  whether 
the  newly-created  Lesbian  and  Gay  Military 
Freedom  Project  (which  includes  NGLTF, 
the  ACLU,  the  Military  Law  Task  Force, 
and  the  Women’s  Equity  Action  League) 
had  been  criticized  for  spending  resources 
on  the  military  by  lesbian  and  gay  activists 
who  oppose  militarism,  Bray  said  that  it  was 
an  issue  the  Project  had  spent  much  time 
considering.  “We  haven’t  sold  to  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community  why  the  national  gay 
community  is  involved  in  this  issue.”  Many 
gay  and  lesbian  people  are  anti-military,  he 
said,  “But  the  military  is  the  largest 
employer  in  the  country,  the  largest 
employer  of  people  of  color  in  this  country, 
and  gay  men  and  lesbians  always  have  been, 
and  always  will  be  in  the  military,”  continued 
Bray,  adding,  “We  oppose  homophobia 
wherever  we  find  it.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 

CDC 

Continued  from  page  I 

dations  are  approved  by  Mason,  they  will  be 
published  in  the  Federal  Register  and  sub¬ 
ject  to  a  period  of  comment  and  review, 
after  which  they  would  take  effect.  When 
asked  whether  the  removal  of  AIDS  from 
the  list  indicated  a  willingness  on  the  part  of 
the  administration  to  change  the  restrictions 
with  respect  to  HIV  infection,  Brown  said 
that  Congress  would  have  to  remove  HIV 
from  the  official  list,  but  added,  “If  the 
CDC  and  outside  medical  experts  tell  people 
there’s  no  need  for  AIDS  to  be  on  the  list, 
then  why  would  HIV  have  to  be  on  it?” 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  new  recommen¬ 
dations  will  have  no  bearing  on  INS  policy 
restricting  HIV-positive  individuals,  AIDS 
advocates  and  immigration  and  refugee  ac¬ 
tivists  greeted  the  news  of  the  CDC’s  plans 
with  enthusiasm. 

“We’re  all  excited,”  said  Jorge  Cortinas 
of  the  Coalition  for  Immigrant  and  Refugee 
Rights  and  Services  in  California.  Cortinas 
said  it  was  unfortunate  that  the  proposed 
changes  in  the  list  would  not  end  the  man¬ 
datory  testing  and  potential  exclusion  of  im¬ 
migrants  and  refugees,  but  that  “the  CDC 
recommendations  are  a  huge  and  very 
necessary  step  forward.” 

Although  much  of  the  lobbying  on  the 
issue  has  been  geared  towards  changing  the 
policy  in  time  for  the  AIDS  Conference  in 
June,  several  observers  said  there  is  virtually 
no  chance  that  Congress  will  act  in  time  to 
affect  the  calls  for  boycott  of  that  con¬ 
ference. 

One  of  the  issues  of  concern  to  some 
critics  of  the  policy  is  that  legislation  aimed 
at  changing  the  INS  policy  might  only 
remedy  the  restrictions  faced  by  travelers, 
leaving  immigrants  and  refugees  out  of  the 
reforms.  “Splitting  the  two  —  as  regressive 
and  as  racist  as  that  might  be  —  is  a  real 
possibility,”  said  Cortinas.  “A  lot  of  people 
are  interested  [in  changing  the  policy]  solely 
because  of  their  plans  to  hold  conferences. 
If  alleviating  these  concerns  is  their  top 
priority  . . .  then  the  issues  of  immigrants  and 
refugees  will  be  relegated  to  second  place,” 
he  said,  adding,  “I  can  only  hope  that  all  the 
work  that  we’ve  done  has  paid  off.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Harvard 

Continued  from  page  3 

bathroom  a  more  exciting  place.  The  effec¬ 
tive  policies  are  not  the  ones  that  ruin 
people’s  lives.”  He  added  that  the  ad¬ 
ministration  is  considering  redesign  of  the 
bathroom  and  minor  architectural  changes 
in  efforts  to  deter  sexual  activity. 

Steiner  was  unavailable  for  comment. 

The  men  arrested  in  the  Science  Center 
bathroom  received  support  from  Kevin 
Cathcart,  executive  director  of  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders,  who  met 
with  Steven  Limon,  deputy  chief  of  the 
District  Attorney’s  Trial  Bureau.  Describing 
the  DA’s  office  as  “very  reasonable,” 
Cathcart  said  that  the  Harvard  cases  were 


“particularly  outrageous”  because  of  the 
“extreme  bogusness  of  the  charges.” 
Cathcart  told  GCN,  “What  made  it  easy 
was  that  the  police  were  overcharging  peo¬ 
ple  even  if  the  police  versions  of  the  stories 
were  true.”  He  added  that  one  of  the  twelve 
men  is  still  being  charged  with  “indecent 
assault  and  battery.” 

Even  in  the  last  week,  according  to 
Cathcart,  arrests  similar  to  the  Harvard 
cases  have  occurred  at  Northeastern  Univer¬ 
sity,  Boston  University,  and  the 
Masaschusetts  Institute  of  Technology. 
“You  can’t  imagine  the  number  of  people 
who  are  arrested  on  what  are  called  ‘public 
sex’  charges.  A  lot  of  the  arrests  I  consider 
to  be  illegal,”  he  said,  adding  “It’s  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  make  a  policy  argument”  on  the 
subject.  “People  can  argue  eloquently 
about  why  people  should  be  allowed  to  have 
sex  wherever  they  want,  but  those 
arguments  don’t  cut  a  lot  of  weight  with  col¬ 
lege  administrators,”  said  Cathcart. 

Harvard  Deputy  Police  Chief  Jack  W. 
Morse  was  unavailable  for  comment. 

Joseph  R.  Palmore,  Managing  Editor  of 
The  Crimson,  told  GCN  that  he  met  with 
Ratner  and  others  to  discuss  the  charge  that 
printing  the  names  of  people  accused  of  vic¬ 
timless  crimes  is  unnecessary  and  cruel. 
“There  hasn’t  been  anything  as  formal  as  a 
review  [of  the  policy],”  Palmore  said. 
“Probably  the  next  time  this  happens,  if  it 
happens,  we  will  be  forced  to  crystallize  our 
position.  ”□ 

Jacques 

Continued  from  page  3 

not  allowing  dancing  by  patrons.  “It’s  like  a 
church  in  here,  compared  to  what  it  used  to 
be,”  said  Richard. 

Modica  said  that  the  commission  will  not 
consider  who  patronizes  the  bar  in  reviewing 
the  licensing.  “The  sexual  lifestyle  of  the 
patrons  is  not  a  matter  of  concern  to  the 
Licensing  Board.  We  look  at  whether  the 
license  is  creating  a  nuisance,  based  on 
noise,  traffic,  or  illegal  or  disruptive  con¬ 
duct.”  Modica  said  that  these  are  the  only 
criteria  that  qan  be  considered  in  reviewing  a 
license. 

‘A  living  landmark’ 

The  bar  has  a  nightly  drag  show,  featur¬ 
ing  bitchy  humor  and  queens  doing  lip-sync, 
and  is  one  of  the  few  remaining  clubs  where 
drag  queens  are  welcome.  Before  Jacques 
became  the  social  center  of  drag  in  Boston, 
queens  congregated  at  a  bar  called  The 
Other  Side,  which  was  across  the  street.  Bay 
Village  neighbors  succeeded  in  having  that 
bar  closed. 

“It  serves  a  population  that  is  not  served 
elsewhere,”  said  Steven  Busby,  who  goes  to 
the  bar  frequently,  “people  who,  when  they 
go  to  other  places,  get  spat  on-.”  Busby  told 
GCN  that  Jacques  is  “also  one  of  the  few 
bars  in  Boston  where  Blacks,  Hispanics,  and 
whites  mix  easily,  and  where  there  are  both 
men  and  women.” 

^  The  club  also  plays  an  important  role  in 
local  gay  history.  According  to  Marla 
Ehrlich,  a  Boston  lesbian  activist,  during  the 
late  1970s,  women’s  liberation  activists  fre¬ 
quented  Jacques.  “We’d  hand  out  lesbian 
liberation  literature,”  she  said,  but  Ehrlich 
pointed  out  that  some  of  the  women  who  1 
hung  out  at  the  club  did  not  appreciate  being  I 
called  a  lesbian.  “People  would  flip  out. 
They’d  say  ‘don’t  call  me  names.  I’m  a 
human  being,’  ”  she  said. 

During  the  1950s  and  1960s,  Jacques  was 
a  lesbian  bar,  according  to  lesbian  historian 
Donna  Penn.  “It  was  a  place  for  very  fern 
femmes  and  very  butch  butches,”  said 
Penn.  “The  femmes  would  walk  in  and  talk 
about  where  they’d  been  shopping,  and  the 
butches  would  walk  in,  kick  their  feet  up 
and  talk  about  how  they  didn’t  turn  over  for 
anyone.  It  was  a  very  tough  place  —  when 
the  beer  bottles  flew,  you  ducked,”  she  said. 

According  to  Penn,  people  have  been  try¬ 
ing  to  close  down  Jacques  for  as  long  as  it 
has  existed.  “I’ve  seen  it  listed  in  the  vice 
records  of  social  reform  groups  through  the 
’30s,  ’40s,  and  ’50s,”  she  said.  “I  don’t 
think  anyone  ever  succeeded  in  getting  their 
license  revoked. 

“To  me,  it’s  like  a  living  landmark  —  we 
can’t  lose  it,”  continued  Penn.  “People  in 
the  straight  community  think,  ‘What’s  the 
big  deal,  it’s  just  a  bar?’  I  think  there’s  an 
enormous  failure  to  recognize  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  bars.  The  demand  for  a  safe, 
public  space  has  been  tremendously  impor¬ 
tant  in  the  development  of  our  movement,” 
she  said.  □ 
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GLAD  DAY  BOOKSHOP 

CAY  &  LESBIAN  LITERATURE 

New  England's  most  com¬ 
prehensive  selection  of 
lesbian  fiction,  poetry,  his¬ 
tory,  spirituality,  erotica, 
videos,  cards,  music  and 
jewelry. 

673  Boylston  St.  (2nd  Floor)  Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  267-3010  Copley  Sq.  Opp.  Boston  Public  Library 
Mon  thru  Sat:  9:30AM-llPMSun  &  Holidays:  12-9PM 


Announcement 

The  Leather  Institute  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Health  Conference 
which  will  be  held  on  July  1 8th,  1990  10am  -  4:45pm,  in  Washington,  DC 
seeks  speakers  and  people  interested  in  helping  out.  Topics  for  workshops 

include: 

•  legal  issues  •  media  censorship  •  medical  issues  •  therapy  and  SM 

•  “coming  out”  as  a  leatherperson  in  the  professional  arena 

•  “advanced”  issues  for  tops  and  bottoms  in  play  and  relationships 

Interested  persons  contact: 

Beth  Brown,  MD 
c/o  Pat  Califia 
POB  14154 
SF,  Ca.  94114 


m 


New  A  WOMEN’S 

RDS  BOOKSTORE 


186  Hampshire  St.  Cambridge  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

A  10-mlnute  walk  from  the  Central  Square  T 

Books  Journals  Records  &  Tapes  7, 
Feminist  &  Multi-Cultural  Presses 
Cards  Posters 

Non-sexist  Children's  Books 

10-6  Tues,  Wed,  Fri,  Sat/ 10-9  Thurs/12-6  Sun 


Sixteenth 
Annual  fF/ 
national 
Women's 
Alusic 
Festival  l4& 


Although  music  is  on  important  part  of  this  festival,  its  emphasis  is  on  the  brood  spectrum  of 
women's  culture  through  workshops,  special  conferences,  networking  and  seminars. 


Dlatj  31  thru  June  3. 1990 

at  the  Indiana  University  Campus 
8loomington,  Indiana 


0  All  Indoor  Festival  ^ 

0  Three  Evenings  of  Concerts 
^  0  Over  100  Workshops  including: 

•  Women  of  Color 

•  Women  &  Money  ^ 

•  Older  Women's  Series 
^  0  Writers  Conference  O 

0  Spirituality  Conference 
0  Performers  &  Producers  Series 
0  Thursday  Evening  DANCE  ! 

0  Open  Mic  &  Evening  Showcases 
0  Croftswomen  &  Merchants 


Main  Stage  Performers: 

•  Holly  Near  •  Patty  Larkin  • 

•  Ferron  •  Deidre  McCalla  • 

1  Heather  Bishop  •  Linda  Tillery  1 
•  Adrienne  Torf  •  May  Sarton  • 
•  Buffy  Sainte-Marie  • 
EMCEE:  Debra  Mullins 


For  more  Information  write 
to  NWMF,  Dept.  GCN,  P  0  Bo* 
1427,  Indpl  s.,  IN  46206-1427 
or  coll:  (317)  636  7382 


A  novel  without  a  genre 

Steve  Abbot’s  Holy  Terror  may  be  labelled  “Gothic 
romance ”  but  it  comes  much  closer  to  Jackie  Collins 


Holy  Terror 

Steve  Abbott 

The  Crossing  Press,  Freedom  Calif.,  1989 
$8.95  paper,  1 41pp. 

Reviewed  by  Duncan  Mitchell 

ur  story  begins  in  196 — ,  with  the 
narrator,  a  confused  Iowa  youth 
named  Armand  Dupre,  checking 
in  to  Inviolate  Conception  Abbey.  Instead 
of  the  quiet  asceticism  he  hopes  to  find,  he  is 
plunged  into  institutional  politics,  rivalries 
and  romantic  intrigues.  After  rejecting 
several  advances  by  fellow  novices  and  older 
monks,  he  falls  blissfully  in  love  with  the 
beautiful  Robbie.  But  their  short-lived  joy 
comes  to  a  triagic  end:  Robbie  is  killed  by 
the  gnarly  Brother  Theodosius.  Armand 
goes  over  the  wall  and  saves  money  to  go  to 
Europe  by  teaching  in  a  small-town  high 
school  for  a  year.  In  Paris  he  falls  in  love 
with  beautiful  but  dissipated  film  star 
Tomaso  Bianchi,  who  eventually  returns  his 
love.  But  their  life  —  lived  in  the  fast  lane  — 
only  narrowly  avoids  further  tragedy  in  the 
Satan  rituals  of  A,,  a  rock  star’s  consort. 
Our  heroes  flee  but  return  to  their  excesses 
until  Tomaso  nearly  dies  of  a  heroin  over¬ 
dose.  As  soon  as  he  is  out  of  danger,  Ar¬ 
mand  flees  once  again.  He  kicks  drugs, 
takes  up  Zen,  and  after  a  final  meeting  with 
Tomaso  (who  has  also  gotten  off  drugs), 
returns  to  New  York. 

Holy  Terror  is  unevenly  written,  ranging 
from  passages  of  real  beauty  to  subliteracies 
like  “his  anger  reached  truly  tendentious 
proportions.’’  The  plot  seems  to  wander, 
ultimately  leaving  off  in  mid-air.  As  far  as  I 
can  see,  the  beginning  in  the  monastery  has 
no  relation  to  Armand’s  wanderings  with 
Tomaso,  except  for  a  contrived  and  uncon¬ 
vincing  moment  during  the  Satanic  ritual 
scene  with  A: 

...While  Tomaso  stood  frozen  in  shock 
I  screamed  “Stop  it  you  witch!  This  is  go¬ 
ing  too  far!” 

“Too  far?” 

A.  looked  around  the  wine  cellar  like 
she  didn’t  know  where  she  was  and  I  felt  a 
palpable  wind  fill  the  room  and  push 
against  my  chest.  Then  I  heard  an  un¬ 
naturally  deep  voice  spill  from  A.’s  lips. 


“NO,  NO. ..NEVER  TOO  FAR!” 

A  gleam  lit  up  her  eyes  that  I’d  seen  only 
once  before,  a  look  so  terrible  I  shall  never 
forget  it  —  Theodosius!  My  blood  turned 
to  ice.  I  cried  out  the  one  word  that  linked 
these  two  experiences. 

“ROBBIE!” 

The  entire  room  seemed  to  heave  a  sigh 
of  relief  as  I  heard  a  great  flapping  of 
wings  like  a  flock  of  seagulls  taking  off. 
A.’s  arms  fell  listlessly  to  her  side.  ...Rob¬ 
bie  had  answered  my  cry. 

But  after  that  —  and  the  book  continues  for 
nearly  forty  pages  more  —  Robbie  is  forgot¬ 
ten.  He  dies,  that’s  all,  and  Armand  moves 
on  (though  haunted  by  his  memories,  of 
course)  to  Tomaso,  and  then  to  New  York 
and  whatever  happens  there.  (“But  that’s 
another  story,”  as  it  says  in  the  text.) 

On  the  back  cover  Holy  Terror  is  describ¬ 
ed  as  a  Gothic  romance.  If  that  suggests  to 
you,  as  it  does  to  me,  genre  fiction  (stormy 
seacoast,  mansion  with  mysterious 
brooding  master  cherishing  unnamable 
secrets,  etc.),  forget  it.  What  I  can’t  quite 
decide  is  what  is  going  on  here.  The  author, 
poet  Steve  Abbott,  says  that  Holy  Terror 
was  written  from  dream  journals  and  that 
“No  reference  to  persons... should  be  taken 
as  factual”  (but  the  appearance  of  a  Ger¬ 
man  filmmaker  named  “Fastbender”  and  a 
rock-star  couple  known  as  “K.”  and  “A.” 
undercut  this  claim).  I  found  his  novel 
neither  poetic  nor  dreamlike:  it  seemed  too 
realistic  for  gothic  or  poetic  fiction,  yet  not 
realistic  enough  to  be  “mainstream.”  If  I 
were  going  to  assign  it  to  a  genre,  I’d  guess 
something  along  the  lines  of  the  glam-and- 
scandal  roman  a  clef  written  by  people  like 
Harold  Robbins  or  Jackie  Collins.  (If  you 
want  a  gay  Gothic,  I  think  Vincent  Virga’s 
1980  classic  Gaywyck  is  still  in  print.) 

Despite  these  complaints,  I’ve  read  worse 
small-press  gay  male  fiction  than  Holy  Ter¬ 
ror.  And  maybe  Steve  Abbott’s  second 
novel  will  be  better,  but  there’s  too  much 
good  gay  fiction  being  published  these  days 
by  the  mainstream  houses  for  me  to  be  able 
to  recommend  Holy  Terror  in  good  cons¬ 
cience.  If  you’ve  read  Robert  Ferro  and  Ed¬ 
mund  White  and  Alan  Hollinghurst  and  the 
rest  —  and  are  hungry  for  more  —  you 
could  do  worse  than  spend  $8.95  on  Holy 
Terror.  □ 


Life  with  father 


Terre  Haute  looks  at  the  delicate  balance  of  power  in 


sexual  relationships 
Terre  Haute 

Will  Aitken 

Delta  Fiction,  New  York,  1 989 
$8.95,  paper,  274pp. 

Reviewed  by  Walta  Borawski 

here  was  a  time  when  the  scariest 
things  about  being  gay  were  getting 
caught,  parental  disapproval, 
societal  disapproval,  wearing  the  wrong 
clothes  in  the  wrong  place,  getting  beat  up 
by  street  thugs,  getting  crabs,  and/or  having 
bad  relationships  with  half-assed  morons 
who  did  not  identify  as  gay.  It  was  a  nice 
time. 

There  was  a  place  where  many  of  us  lived 
when  life  was  less  complicated,  and  we  were 
mere  suggestions  or  skeletons  of  our  later 
selves.  That  place  was  Terre  Haute  or 
Smithtown  or  Dublin,  Maine:  the 
hometown  we’d  have  to  leave  when  we  were 
fully  in  control  of  the  fact  that  we  were  not 
—  and  would  never  be  —  Mr.  or  Ms. 
Hometown  America. 

The  protagonist  in  Will  Aitken’s  new 
novel  Terre  Haute  is  Jared  McCaverty.  He 
and  I  are  age  peers,  both  about  15  when 
Alfred  Hitchcock’s  The  Birds  has  its  first 
run  in  1963.  Although  this  is  Aitken’s  first 
novel,  he  is  a  well-known  Canadian  film 
critic,  and  it  shows:  the  first  memory  Jared 
shares  with  us  is  his  reaction  to  Kirk  Douglas 
and  Kim  Novak  in  Strangers  When  We  Meet 
(1960).  This  movie  soap  about  adultery  is 
more  than  likely  Jared’s  first  contact  with  il¬ 
licit  love.  “I  don’t  see  why  it  can’t  work 
out,”  says  Jared.  He’ll  bring  this  spunk  to 
his  own  relationships. 

When  we  meet  Jared  he  is  about  14,  and  a 
definite  little  queen.  His  mother  is  the 
perfect  queen  mother,  and  takes  him  shop¬ 
ping  for  clothes  —  a  spree  in  a  major  way. 
She  buys  him  a  suit  despite  its  color  being  a 
bit  flashy.  “It  does  bring  out  your  eyes,” 
she  says.  She  buys  him  a  wine-red  silk  shirt 
and  a  camel’s  hair  coat.  One  day  he  will  get 
on  the  bus  and  Black  people  will  goof  on 
him,  this  white  boy  in  a  real  good  coat.  But 
having  the  coat  is  what  matters,  and  know¬ 
ing  it  looks  so  good.  He  will  always  be  at 
odds  with  this,  the  difference  between 
knowing  he  looks  good  and  how  others  look 

For  Christmas  his  mother  gives  him  a  long 
paisley  silk  dressing  gown.  “Silk!”  says  his 
grandmother,  “For  a  boy  his  age,  Helene?” 
“Looks  pretty  swishy  to  me,”  Father  says. 
Father  has  problems  of  his  own.  He  is  a  den¬ 
tist,  and  one  of  the  richer  folks  in  Terre 
Haute.  But  when  he  goes  Christmas  shop¬ 
ping,  he  dresses  down  and  drives  the  old 


beat-up  station  wagon.  He  has  a  tired  old 
wallet  but  it’s  full  of  cash.  He  loves  buying 
presents,  and  always  chooses  something 
from  the  purple  line  for  his  wife.  He  also 
seems  to  beat  her,  and  he  relishes  catching 
Jared  masturbating  so  that  he  can  beat  him 

—  which  he  does  —  until  his  son  comes.  The 
sex  scenes  in  this  book  are  very  hot  but 
maybe  not  for  everyone. 

It  is  possible  to  hate  our  fathers  and  want 
to  have  some  sort  of  sexual  relationship  with 
them.  I  remember  laying  on  my  bed  with  the 
door  slightly  ajar,  hoping  that  my  insomniac 
father  —  finally  giving  up  on  latenight  TV 

—  would  catch  a  glimpse  of  my  nakedness.  I 
was  terrified  of  him,  but  obviously  a  bit 
desirous  of  him,  too.  On  Christmas  day, 
Jared  takes  his  copy  of  Physique  magazine 
(a  male  poser  mag,  no  nudity,  but  lots  of 
almost  nudity;  they  were  big  in  our  youth, 
long  before  Playgirl  and  Mandate ;  even 
before  After  Dark)  to  his  room,  puts  a  rub¬ 
ber  on  his  dick,  jerks  off,  and  falls  asleep. 
The  next  thing  he  knows  his  father  is  beating 
him  with  Physique  magazine,  saying  “What 
a  way  to  spend  Christmas.”  The  thing  about 
Jared’s  father  is,  he  always  seems  to  know 
when  Jared  is  doing  something  he  would  like 
to  hit  Jared  for  doing.  He  catches  him  with 
his  boyfriends  on  more  than  one  occasion. 

At  first  Jared’s  boyfriends  are  hot  stuff. 
He  is  so  in  love  with  Randy  Sparks  that  he 
takes  piano  lessons  from  Randy’s  mother. 
One  of  the  most  glorious  images  in  the  book 
is  Jared  pounding  out  “Stormy  Weather” 
on  Randy  Sparks’s  mother’s  piano.  While 
they  are  at  the  keyboard  Randy  is 
downstairs  working  out.  Randy  is  very 
butch.  He  periodically  comes  up  to  the  kit¬ 
chen  in  various  stages  of  undress  and  drinks 
things  out  of  containers.  Jared  peers  at  him 
hungrily  from  the  parlor.  We  at  first  think 
this  will  be  unrequited.  And  then  there  is  a 
very  hot  scene  where  Randy  steps  on  broken 
glass  and  cuts  himself. 

I  take  hold  of  his  ankle  with  my  right 
hand.  I  touch  the  splinter  carefully  with 
my  left.  It  doesn’t  give.  I  pull  on  it  and  my 
hand  slides  right  off.  A  thin  red  line  opens 
along  my  index  finger.  I  lick  off  the  blood 
and  tug  at  the  splinter  again.  Randy  bites 
his  lower  lip.  I  ease  it  out  as  slowly  as  I  can. 

It’s  in  deeper  than  I  thought.  At  last  it 
slides  free.  For  a  moment  1  can  ste  inside 
him  —  a  small  white  vein,  pale  and  smooth 
as  an  albino  nightcrawler  within  the  split 
dark  skin.  Then  the  blood  spurts  out  hot 
across  the  palm  of  my  hand... I  keep  my 
left  hand  in  the  pocket  of  my  camel’s-hair 
coat.  Don’t  plan  on  washing  it  until  I  ab¬ 
solutely  have  to. 

Randy  becomes  a  rather  predictable 
lover.  He  likes  to  get  naked  with  Jared.  He 
likes  to  touch  him  and  fool  around  and  get 


his  rocks  off  and  Jared’s  rocks  off  too,  but 
if  Jared  goes  to  kiss  him  Randy  totally 
freaks  out.  That’s  the  line  beyond  which  lies 
gay  for  him,  and  he  doesn’t  like  it.  He 
prefers  the  athletic  moves  —  fellatio  under 
water,  for  instance.  “He  stops  treading 
water  and  sinks  like  a  stone.  I  can  feel  his 
hands  tugging  at  the  waistband  of  my  trunks 
and  then  the  tight  ring  of  his  lips,  the 
rushing  deep  inside. 

“He  comes  up  sputtering. 

“  ‘Not  bad  for  a  beginner’.” 

It’s  fine  as  long  as  Jared  doesn’t  kiss  him: 

He’s  gasping  for  air  now,  his  breath  rushes 
into  my  mouth.  I  raise  my  head  and  press 
my  lips  against  his.  He  pulls  away. 

‘Would  you  stop  the  fairy  shit,  for 
God’s  sake.” 

“Sorry.” 

“Sometimes  I  think  you  really  get  off  on 
this.” 

“You  don’t?” 

“Only  because  I  pretend  you’re  a  girl.” 

“Oh.” 

One  day  Randy  is  blowing  Jared  in 
Jared’s  bedroom  and  Jared’s  father  comes 
up  the  stairs.  Seems  the  hamburgers  are  bur¬ 
ning  out  back.  “He’s  coming  at  us  now  wav¬ 
ing  the  big  aluminum  spatula.  The  flat  end’s 
streaked  with  brown  grease  and  charred 
specks  of  meat.”  A  ruined  barbecue  —  and 
Dr.  McCaverty  had  so  trusted  his  son’s  so 
butch  friend. 

That  night  Jared  really  gets  it.  “Not  in  the 
window  seat,”  says  Dad.  “I  want  you  on  the 
bed.” 

“I  lie  down  on  the  bed  and  bury  my  face 
in  the  pillow. 

“  ‘Pull  down  your  shorts’. 

“I  arch  my  ass  in  the  air  and  slowly  push 
the  shorts  down  around  my  knees.”  After  a 
very  graphic  whipping  scene,  the  father  falls 
apart. 


He’s  crying  hard  now,  head  trembling 
against  my  shoulder.  I’ve  got  a  crick  in  my 
neck  but  I  can’t  roll  over.  He’d  see  what 
I’ve  done  to  the  bedspread.  That  would 
make  him  mad  all  over  again. 

After  a  while  he  sits  up,  rubbing  his 
eyes.  He  uncovers  the  lid  on  the  little  blue 
jar.  The  clean  sharp  smell  of  Vicks  Vapo- 
Rub  means  it’s  all  over.  At  first  it  feels 
cold  on  my  ass  but  as  he  slowly  rubs  it  in 
with  small  circular  strokes  the  warmth 
radiates  right  through  me.  Makes  me  sleepy 
and  kind  of  sad,  like  that  hymn  they  sing  in 
church,  ‘There  Is  a  Balm  in  Gilead.’ 

Jared’s  sexual  experiences  with  adult 
males  are  not  limited  to  those  with  his 
father.  There  is  a  small  art  museum  in  Terre 
Haute,  and  one  day  Jared  meets  the  new 
curator  —  a  married  gentleman  named  Mr. 
Clay  —  who  is  quite  condescending  to 
Jared,  at  first. 

I  haven’t  had  time  to  scout  around  much 
yet,  but  we  do  have  a  Burchfield  and  a 
lovely  Reginald  Marsh,  a  pretty  good  Ben 
Shahn  and  a  Tom  Benton,  a  flashy  Grant 
Wood  and  a  horribly  bland  Hopper.  I 
don’t  suppose  any  of  these  names  mean 
that  much  to  you,”  says  Mr.  Clay. 

“Sometimes  he  can  be  just  like  any  other 
grown-up”  Jared  realizes. 

He’s  been  here  a  couple  of  months,  I’ve 
been  coming  every  Saturday  since  I  was 
nine.  The  Burchfield’s  a  couple  of  old 
run-down  houses  with  an  old  witch  walk¬ 
ing  between  them.  The  Reginald  Marsh 
shows  two  girls  on  a  pier,  wind  blowing 
their  skirts  up  and  a  bunch  of  sailors 
whistling  at  them.  I’ve  never  seen  the 
Shahn.  Mrs.  Mandle  says  the  old  director 
was  afraid  to  hang  him  because  he  said 
Shahn  was  a  Communist.  The  Grant 
Wood’s  a  guy  with  his  shirt  off  digging  his 
garden.  The  colors  are  kind  of  glazed  on, 
like  lacquer.  In  the  Benton  a  big  combine’s 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


THE  WRITER 
AS  WITNESS 

Lesbian  writers  Sarah 
Schulman  and  Marea  Murray 
discuss  ACT  UP,  the  roles  of 
activism  and  writing  in  the 
AIDS  pandemic,  and 
Schulman 's  latest  novel, 
People  in  Trouble. 


Sarah  Schulman 


Sarah  Schulman ’s  new  novel  People  In  Trouble  has  just  been  released  by  E.P.  Dutton. 
The  author  of  three  previous  novels,  The  Sophie  Horowitz  Story,  Girls,  Visions  and 
Everything,  and  After  Delores,  Schulman  won  the  1988  American  Library 
Association ’s  Gay  and  Lesbian  Book  Award  (for  Delores)  and  received  a  New  York  Council 
on  the  Arts  Fiction  Fellowship.  Schulman  is  also  a  frequent  writer  on  AIDS  for  the  Village 
Voice,  the  New  York  Times,  and  The  Nation.  People  in  Trouble  tells  the  story  of  three  ma¬ 
jor  characters.  They  are,  to  quote  the  novel’s  dust  jacket,  “Kate,  an  artist  and  a  married 
woman  who  loves  her  husband,  [and]  discovers  the  pleasures  of  cross-dressing  and  a  lesbian 
affair.  Peter  confronts  a  world  that  is  beginning  to  look  disconcertingly  gay  —  both  at 
home,  where  Kate  is  behaving  oddly,  and  outside,  in  the  churches  and  parks  and  on  the 
streets  of  Manhattan.  Molly,  who  works  at  a  ticket  taker  at  a  sleazy  revival  house,  juggles 
her  lovers,  watches  her  friends  die  of  AIDS,  and  tries  to  keep  her  heart  in  one  piece.  ’’People 
in  Trouble  has  been  commissioned  as  an  opera  by  the  Houston  Grand  Opera. 

Marea  Murray  wrote  the  1988 five-part  series  “Battles  Joined:  Odyssey  of  a  Lesbian  AIDS 
Activist’’  published  in  Gay  Community  News.  More  recently,  she  contributed  to  the  AIDS: 
The  Women  and  Personal  Dispatches:  Writers  Confront  AIDS  anthologies.  Her  safer  sex 
fiction  has  appeared  in  both  On  Our  Backs  and  Bad  Attitude.  She  has  been  an  AIDS 
caregiver  and  activist  since  1984  and  is  a  psychotherapist  in  private  practice  with  Kenmore 
Healing  Arts  in  Boston. 

The  following  conversation  between  Murray  and  Schulman  took  place  in  Boston  in  a  free- 
flowing  hour-long  discussion  as  Schulman  completed  her  first  People  in  Trouble  book  tour. 


Marea:  In  People  in  Trouble  the  group 
“Justice”  is  obviously  ACT  UP/New  York. 
How  active  are  you  in  ACT  UP? 

Sarah:  “Justice”  is  an  extrapolation  of  ACT 
UP,  which  I’ve  been  in  for  about  two  years. 
In  the  beginning  I  was  on  a  few  committees 
but  now  I  don’t  do  that.  I  mostly  go  to  gen¬ 
eral  meetings  and  demonstrations  because 
that’s  where  I  feel  most  effective. 

Marea:  I  noticed  you  dedicated  the  book  to 
Maxine  Wolfe  who’s  active  in  a  leadership 
role  in  ACT  UP/New  York. 

Sarah:  Well,  she’s  the  one  who’s  been  like 
my  political  mentor  for  about  ten  years.  We 
were  in  an  abortion  rights  group  called 
“Carasa”  in  the  early  ’80s  and  we  were 
thrown  out  for  being  “too  pro-lesbian.” 
Then  we  were  looking  for  an  organization 
we  could  work  in  where  we  wouldn’t  have  to 
face  that  and  Maxine  found  ACT  UP.  So 
there  was  this  switch  from  being  a  lesbian  in 
a  really  homophobic  straight  women’s  or¬ 
ganization  to  being  a  lesbian  in  a  predomi¬ 
nantly  gay  men’s  organization  and  finding  it 
was  so  much  easier.  The  men  knew  the 
system  was  wrong  and  wanted  to  challenge  it 
and  the  women  [in  Carasa]  really  didn’t 
know  that  homophobia  was  wrong. 

The  first  thing  Maxine  told  me  when  she 
found  ACT  UP  was,  “Sarah,  you’re  going 
to  be  so  surprised  because  there’s  no  one 
there  you’ve  ever  seen  before,”  and  I 
couldn’t  believe  that  because  I’d  been  so  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  gay  community,  but  it  was  true ! 
There  were  a  lot  of  men  who  hadn’t  been  po¬ 
litically  involved,  but  the  whole  time  there 
were  these  women  who  had  been  involved. 
So  at  the  beginning  of  ACT  UP  it  was  the 
women  who  had  the  skills  about  how  to 
facilitate  a  meeting,  how  to  organize  a 
demonstration,  how  to  do  a  phone  tree. 
How  to  do. 

The  men  just  wanted  to  be  effective  and  I 
think  that  really  overrode  sexism.  Obviously 
sexism  was  there  but  it’s  been  less  and  less  as 
it’s  gone  on.  The  need  to  be  effective  has 
even  dominated  ideological  debates.  That’s 


why  ACT  UP  can  have  500  people  in  a  room 
debate  and  vote  on  something  —  because 
they  need  that  to  happen.  Women  were  in 
leadership  right  away  and  they  still  bring  a 
lot  to  the  organization. 


hard  to  get  things  out.  It’s  hard  to  get  things 
out.  It’s  hard  to  get  AIDS  included  in  the 
feminist  agenda  publications,  etc.  I  think 
women  are  beginning  to  see  the  segue 
between  reproductive  rights  and  AIDS/HIV 
stuff. 

I’m  not  sure  how  I  feel  about  the  use  of 
the  word  “transformation”  either.  I’ve  had 
good  and  bad  experiences  working  on  AIDS 
with  gay  men  and  other  men.  But  I  have 
moved  away  from  the  sorts  of  organiza¬ 
tional  involvement  I  used  to  engage  in  —  for 
lots  of  reasons. 

Sarah:  I  get  frustrated  whenever  ACT  UP 
gets  to  this  debate  saying,  “We  should  just 
be  about  putting  drugs  into  people’s  bodies 
and  we  don’t  need  to  support  —  ....”  And 
they  give  this  list  of  what  they  consider 
hypothetically  bizarre  issues  like  El 
Salvador  and  this-and-that  (laughs). 

Marea:  Not  seeing  the  “world  view.”  That’s 
a  continuing  issue  —  are  we  going  to  be 
behind  gay  rights  issues  or  “women’s” 
issues?  “Only  if  they’re  connected.”  Well, 
what’s  connected?  What  does  that  mean? 


Marea:  Okay.  Now,  how  did  the  decision  to 
have  a  Women’s  Caucus  come  out  of  that? 

Sarah:  There  are  differences  of  opinion 
about  this  Women’s  Caucus.  When  it  first 
started,  there  was  a  Women’s  Caucus  that 
was  predominantly  lesbian  and  then  most  of 
those  people  just  kind  of  integrated  into 
other  committees  and  now  there’s  the 
Women’s  Caucus  that’s  done  a  lot  of 
abortion-related  stuff.  I’m  not  crazy  about 
that  idea,  because,  you  know,  you  get 
tokenized  and  ghettoized. 

Marea:  That’s  a  big  problem  across  the 
board  on  AIDS.  Y’know,  “that’s  a 
women’s  issue,  let  them  deal  with  it.” 
That’s  not  integrating  issues. 

Sarah:  Although  the  St.  Patrick’s  demo  with 
WHAM  and  ACT  UP  was  a  coalition. 

Marea:  Yes,  that  was  really  wonderful. 

Sarah:  Maxine  and  I  had  been  thrown  out  of 
Carasa  for  precisely  those  reasons  —  we 
wanted  to  bring  together  abortion  rights 
issues  and  gay  issues  and  here  we  were  eight 
years  later,  y’know,  eight  years  later. 

Marea:  That  must’ve  been  a  triumphant  day 
for  you. 

Sarah:  Yes  ( laughs )  I  loved  it! 

Marea:  What  about  the  aftermath  of  it? 
People  all  over  the  country  are  still  upset 
about  that  guy  desecrating  the  host  at  the 
altar  as  he  was  receiving  the  sacrament  of 
Holy  Communion. 

Sarah:  I  thought  it  was  great.  Obviously  the 
media  distorted  it  into  a  religious  freedom 
issue  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Marea:  They  tried  to  take  away  from  the 
whole  “success”  of  the  demo. 

Sarah:  Also  that  the  Catholic  Church  is  a 
political  institution!  But  even  with  all  the 
brouhaha,  it  was  good  to  have  the  publicity 
because  it  showed  people  that  there’s  a  large 
group  of  people  who  have  had  it  and  are 
willing  to  break  certain  rules  that  haven’t 
been  broken  before.  Ultimately  I  think  it 
was  a  plus. 

It’s  so  funny  because  there  are  people  in 
ACT  UP  who  have  been  political  their  whole 
lives  who  are  kind  of  nutty  and  came  up  with 
creative  ideas.  No  one  ever  let  them  do  it 
before  and  now  they  can.  So  we  end  up  in 
these  strange  places  doing  these  strange 
things.  I’ve  never  been  in  an  organization 
that  was  effective  before. 

Marea:  Really?! 

Sarah:  It  feels  good  because  we  know  that 
there  are  people  in  the  room  who  are  alive 
because  of  what  people  in  the  organization 
did.  It’s  right  there  and  it  just  feels  so  good. 
Of  course  there’s  another  side  but  that  is 
really  encouraging. 


Marea:  That’s  different  than  a  lot  of  the 
AIDS  groups,  needless  to  say,  but  even  in 
ACT  UP  chapters  outside  of  New  York. 

Sarah:  What  about  the  groups  in  Boston? 
Are  the  relationships  between  gay  men  and 
women  being  transformed? 

Marea:  Many  women  were  involved  in  Mass. 
ACT  OUT  here  in  Boston.  That  group  — 
which  recently  folded  —  did  gay  rights  and 
foster  care  work,  as  well  as  AIDS  organiz¬ 
ing,  I  don’t  think  women  have  been  in  the 
leadership,  per  se,  of  ACT  UP/Boston. 

Sarah:  Well,  women  are  really  in  the  minori¬ 
ty  in  ACT  UP/New  York. 

Marea:  But  very  present  in  leadership  and 
committee  activities.  It’s  hard  for  me  to 
stand  back  and  look  at  the  relationships  here 
in  Boston.  In  major  ways  I  came  out  in  the 
AIDS  movement  myself  so  a  lot  of  my  first 
gay  friends  were  men.  There  were  not  many 
women  involved  when  I  started  in  ’84.  It’s 
evolved  and  I’ve  gotten  to  know  more 
women  over  the  years.  I’ve  also  worked  with 
women  who  are  infected  or  have  AIDS.  But 
in  terms  of  “transformation,”  I  think  it 
happens  for  some  and  it  doesn’t  happen  for 
others.  There  are  still  real  splits.  There  are  a 
lot  of  women,  a  lot  of  lesbians,  who’ve 
never  known  any  men  with  AIDS  —  let 
alone  women  with  AIDS. 

Also,  I  feel  immersed  in  a  certain  com¬ 
munity.  I  have  a  lot  of  friends  who  are  doing 
AIDS  work.  I  see  clients  who  are  positive 
and  I  have  a  few  friends  who  have  AIDS 
right  now.  So  my  sense  of  it  is  that 
awareness  is  picking  up  and  women  are  see¬ 
ing  the  connections  —  much  more  so  than 
even  a  couple  of  years  ago. 

But  then  I  have  my  days  when  I’m  totally 
frustrated  with  the  community.  It’s  been 


Sarah:  I  think  ACT  UP  will  always  be  a 
white,  middle-class  organization.  There’s  a 
majority  action  committee,  there  are  people 
in  leadership  who  are  Black  and  Latino,  but 
basically,  the  entire  style  and  all  the 
references  are  related  to  white  culture. 
That’ll  never  change  and  I  don’t  think  that 
has  to  change  either.  But  where  we  really 
fuck  up  is  in  the  lack  of  coalition  in  relation¬ 
ship.  That’s  why  this  Health  Commissioner 
thing  was  a  disaster.  [Following  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Woodrow  A.  Myers  to  the  position 
of  New  York  City  Health  Commissioner  by 
Mayor  David  Dinkins,  both  Myers  and 
Dinkins  have  been  sharply  criticized  by 
ACT  UP  and  other  AIDS  activist  groups.  In 
his  former  position  as  health  commissioner 
for  the  state  of  Indiana,  Myers  supported 
regressive  AIDS  policies,  including  “limited 
quarantine.] 

You  know,  the  lesbian  and  gay  communi¬ 
ty  really  came  out  for  Dinkins,  but  this 
Health  Commissioner  thing  is  completely 
unacceptable.  We  got  set  up  by  the  media  in¬ 
to  a  gay-Black  conflict  which  is  totally  reac¬ 
tionary  and  then  the  press  used  that  defeat 
as  a  way  of  rewarding  Dinkins  because  he 
didn’t  “capitulate”  to  the  gay  community.” 
It  was  a  complete  set-up  and  screw  in  every 
way!  And  just  very,  very  depressing. 
Everyone’s  hoping  that  it  won’t  always  be 
that  way  but  this  approval  of  his  nomination 
is  a  major,  major  defeat. 

Marea:  Plus,  I  think  the  media  portrays 
ACT  UP  as  a  “gay  group”  and  therefore 
maybe  some  people  don’t  come  in  and  they 
try  to  devalue  it  as  a  gay  group. 

Sarah:  But  it  is  a  gay  group.  (Laughs)  I  mean 
there’s  maybe  15  straight  women  and  one 
straight  man  and  there  are  about  500  gay 
people. 
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Marea:  It  counter-acts  the  despair  element. 

Sarah:  Yes,  and  there’s  also  the  issue  of 
resources.  Like,  when  I  was  in  the  women’s 
movement,  when  something  cost  a  dollar, 
people  had  a  hard  time  paying  for  it.  Now,  if 
you  work  the  table  for  ACT  UP  and  these 
guys  come  over  and  they  open  their  wallet 
with  twenty  extra  dollars  in  their  wallet,  they 
just  take  it  out  and  buy  something.  I  mean, 
the  amount  of  money  ACT  UP  has  access  to 
freaks  me  out! 

Marea:  I’ve  been  getting  mailings  from  ACT 
UP/New  York.  You  know  those  mailings 
Keith  Haring  designed?  They  blew  me  away. 

Sarah:  It  cost  eighty  thousand  dollars  to  do 
that. 

Marea:  Is  there  a  lot  of  controversy  about 
that  kind  of  stuff? 

Sarah:  There’s  very  little  awareness  about  it. 
And  very  little  awareness  about  the  need  to 
share  those  resources.  ACT  UP  raised 
$300,000  last  year  —  or  more  —  and  that’s 
part  of  the  reason  they  can  do  what  they  do. 
Part  of  the  visibility  is  purchased,  which  I 
really  don’t  think  is  quite  understood. 

Marea:  No,  because  .part  of  their  message  is 
that  people  shouldn’t  have  to  pay  for  infor¬ 
mation.  .  .well,  someone  does  have  to  pay  for 
it.  That’s  the  bottom  line. 

Sarah:  You’re  in  a  culture  where  women  are 
earning  half  of  what  men  earn  and  you  come 
from  a  movement  of  all  women  to  a  move¬ 
ment  of  all  men.  It’s  like:  “fucking 
Amerika!”  ( laughter )  Also,  being  attached 
to  these  men,  you  get  access  to  a  lot  of  perks 
that  you  never  got  before.  I  get  these  phone 
calls  for  conferences  on  “AIDS  and  Repre¬ 
sentation.”  There  are  five  guys  on  the  panel 
and  at  the  last  minute  they  need  some 
woman  for  the  panel,  right?  So  they  call  you 
and  they  can  pay  you  $500!  That’s  never 
happened  to  me  before.  All  these  people  in 
ACT  UP  get  access  to  galleries,  to  museum 
shows  because  the  men  have  all  this  power. 
So  it’s  this  queer  form  of  heterosexual 
privilege.  Being  connected  to  the  boys,  you 
get  all  these  goodies.  It’s  the  AIDS  industry. 

Marea:  And  here’s  your  new  book,  People  in 
Trouble  that  includes  addiction,  poverty 
and  homelessness.  That’s  not  necessarily 
something  people  want  to  read  about. 

Sarah:  Yes,  but  they’re  supposed  to  say  that 
the  book  is  funny  too! 

There’s  one  thing  that  I  think  is  really  dif¬ 
ferent.  Look  at  the  Black  women  writers 
who  are  really  dominant  figures  in 
American  literature  now.  A  lot  of  them 
write  about  the  interior  of  the  Black  com¬ 
munity  —  relationships  between  Black  peo¬ 
ple.  And  when  I  wrote  about  relationships 
between  lesbians  in  After  Delores,  it  was  a 
lot  more  acceptable  because  people  could  be 
voyeurs  of  it. 

But  People  in  Trouble  is  almost  like 
writing  about  the  conflict  between  the  races 
because  you,  you  are  negligent.  You  are 
responsible  and  that’s  a  whole  other  thing.  I 
already  got  the  first  bad  review  of  my  life  — 
from  the  Washington  Post.  They  totally 
hated  it  the  book,  and  I  had  a  reaction  like 
“Wow,  now  that  I’m  out  of  the  gay  arena 
where  everybody  protects  you,”  you  know? 

But  then  again  the  New  York  Times  was 
favorable  and  After  Delores  is  being 
translated  into  Japanese.  And  I’ve  been 
working  with  this  Japanese  lesbian  trans¬ 
lator  who’s  been  calling  me  up  with  these 
questions  like  “What  is  an  Archie  comic?” 
(laughter)  And  it’s  interesting  because  the 
predominant  purchasers  of  gay  male  novels 
are  teenage  girls  and  my  novel  is  being 
marketed  to  men,  straight  men.  It’s  all 
voyeurism. 

Marea:  Let’s  talk  more  about  your  new 
novel,  People  in  Trouble.  I  noticed  that 
women  with  AIDS  don’t  make  an  ap¬ 
pearance  until  midway  —  or  three-quarters 
of  the  way  —  through  it.  Was  that  a  pur¬ 
poseful  decision? 

Sarah:  Well,  the  book  is  about  being  a 
witness,  being  affected,  but  not  in  the  same 
way  as  a  participant.  It’s  about  how  your 
normal  life  continues  —  you  fall  in  love,  you 
break  up,  you  go  to  work  —  but  there’s  this 
backdrop  of  disaster  that  you  interact  with 
constantly.  In  my  social  world,  women  with 
AIDS  are  not  that  present.  They’re  present 
as  a  political  issue,  but  —  in  terms  of  who  I 
know  —  I  only  personally  know  two  women 
who  are  both  drug  users  and  who  have 
AIDS. 

The  majority  of  the  people  I  interact  with 


are  gay  men  who  have  AIDS  and  that  was 
what  I  presented.  I  like  to  work  with  what  I 
know,  and  I  thought  that  was  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  doing  the  politically  correct  thing 
or  having  a  token. 

Marea:  I’m  surprised  there  aren’t  more 
women  with  HIV  or  AIDS  in  ACT  UP/New 
York. 

Sarah:  There  are  only  two  I  know  of,  but 
there  may  be  more  I  don’t  know. 

Marea:  Also,  women  with  AIDS  may  be  less 
likely  to  come  out  as  such  because  they  often 
have  enough  to  deal  with.  Especially  if 
they’re  Black  or  Latina,  poor,  and  maybe  in 
danger  of  losing  their  kids. 

I  also  noticed  that  none  of  the  characters 
in  People  In  Trouble  seem  to  have  safe  sex.  I 
wondered  if  you  could  comment  on  that  be¬ 
cause  it  really  disturbed  me. 

Sarah:  That’s  interesting.  Huh. 

Marea:  I  wondered  if  that  was  something 
you  planned  or... 

Sarah:  What  do  you  mean  the  characters  in 
the  book?  You  mean  the  women?  Oh,  that. 

Marea:  Well,  even  Peter.  I  mean  he  has  sex 
with  two  women  in  the  book. 

Sarah:  That  has  to  do  with  my  particular 
view  on  the  issue.  I  really  mistrust  the  whole 
safe-sex-for-women  thing.  I  think  that 
what’s  behind  it  is  something  psychological, 
because  I  don’t  think  it’s  medically 
justified.  So  I  excluded  it  for  that  reason. 

Marea:  There’s  one  passage  where  one 
woman,  Sam,  asks  Molly  how  to  tell,  what 
to  do  to  protect  herself  if  she  thinks  the 
other  woman  might  have  AIDS  or  been  ex¬ 
posed.  She  is  either  an  active  IV  drug  user  or 
has  been.  You  describe  the  tracks  on  her 
arms  and  there’s  even  a  reference  to  how 
cracked  and  chafed  her  hands  are... but 
Molly  says  something  like  “just  don’t  go 
down  on  her  during  her  period  if  you’re  not 
sure,  that’s  all.”  For  me,  a  red  flag  went  up. 

Sarah:  You  think  that  is  false  information? 

Marea:  I  guess  I  was  surprised  because  it  is 
such  a  controversial  issue.  But  I  was  curious 
about  your  representation,  and  I’m  not  sure 
what  we  should  be  saying  about  risks. 

Sarah:  Look,  I’ve  been  a  lesbian  for  15  years 
and  I  know  thousands  of  women,  right?  I 
don’t  know  any  who  got  AIDS  from  sexual 
transmission  with  a  woman.  Gay  men  knew 
AIDS  existed  before  the  press  told  them 
because  they  saw  it  in  their  lives.  We 
don’t  see  it  in  our  lives  and  therefore  I  don’t 
think  it’s  there. 

So  the  hysteria  —  and  I  feel  that  response 
is  hysterical  —  is  about  guilt  and  ambiva¬ 
lence  about  sexuality.  There’re  all  kinds  of 
psychological  issues  there,  but  I  don’t  see 
any  real  justification  for  it. 

I  also  don’t  see  straight  men  as  at  risk  for 
AIDS  and  so,  for  someone  like  Peter,  he 
wouldn’t  necessarily  think  about  it.  I  don’t 
think  there’s  any  reason  he’d  really  need  to. 

I  think  there  was  a  strategy  early  in  the 
AIDS  movement  to  make  lots  of  people  feel 
like  they  really  needed  to  be  careful  about 
AIDS  —  because  people  don’t  care  about 
something  unless  it  affects  them.  But  I’m 
not  sure  that  that’s  all  justified. 

Marea:  That’s  something  we  disagree  on,  I 
guess.  I’d  have  two  immediate  questions: 
Let’s  say  Sam  is  positive.  Suppose  Molly  has 
any  kind  of  infection  and  here  she  is  fucking 
her  and  going  down  on  her.  She  could  give 
that  infection  to  Sam,  pass  it  on  to  a  woman 
who  is  already  immune-suppressed. 

Sarah:  Yeah,  but  do  you  know  anyone  that’s 
actually  happened  to? 

Marea:  Personally? 

Sarah:  Yes,  woman-to-woman. 

Marea:  No,  I  can’t  say  absolutely  that  it  was 
woman-to-woman  sexual  transmission.  I’ve 
certainly  heard  of  anecdotal  cases  in  which 
that  has  happened. 

Sarah:  See,  that’s  the  rumor  mill. 

Marea:  But  that  speaks  to  the  whole  in¬ 
visibility  factor.  They  don’t  keep  statistics 
on  lesbians  at  the  Centers  for  Disease  Con¬ 
trol.  They  don’t  do  research  on  us. 

Sarah:  1  know,  but  of  the  people  you 
know.... 


Marea:  I  don’t  know  that  many  women  who 
are  HIV  positive.  But  that  doesn’t  mean  it’s 
not  happening! 

Sarah:  If  it  were  actually  sexually  transmit¬ 
ted,  I  think  we’d  see  it.  I  mean  I  go  all  over 
the  country  —  on  this  book  tour  I’ve  been  to 
five  cities  —  and  nowhere,  nowhere,  no¬ 
where! 

Marea:  There  are  the  usual  co-factors  like  IV 
drug  use  with  needle  sharing.  I  was  in  San 
Francisco  for  a  conference  on  AIDS  last  Oc¬ 
tober  and  I  saw  a  number  of  lesbians  there.  I 
heard  of  cases  there  where  lesbians  were 
HIV  antibody  positive  or  had  ARC  and  so 
were  their  women  lovers.  But  they  shot 
drugs  together  so  everyone  discounted  sex  as 
a  possible  factor.  There  might  have  been 
multiple  exposures. 

How  about  all  the  people  who  don  V  know 
they’re  positive?  Maybe  they  don’t  think 
they  could  be  because  they  identify  as  les¬ 
bian  or?  Or  straight,  as  you  suggested? 

Sarah:  So  why  should  people  hamper  their 
already  hampered  sex  lives? 

Marea:  I  know,  in  the  women’s  community 
we’re  finally  being  sexual  and  we  have  to 
worry  about  barriers  and  STDs. 

Sarah:  I  don’t  know. ..I’m  not  comfortable 
with  the  amount  of  energy  that  goes  into 
this;  I  don’t  think  it’s  merited. 

Marea:  Okay,  then  let’s  talk  about  other 
things  (laughter).  You  made  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  point  in  the  book  about  Ampligen  and 
how  women  continue  to  be  excluded  from 
AIDS  drug  trials.  That’s  obviously  some¬ 
thing  a  lot  of  people  don’t  know  about  and 
it  was  very  good  to  see  in  the  book.  I  know 
you  wrote  about  it  in  the  Village  Voice  a 
while  ago  but  could  you  talk  about  it  a  little 
more? 

Sarah:  Basically  women  are  excluded  on  two 
grounds.  They  often  don’t  want  to  have 
drug  users  in  the  trials  because  they’re 
“unreliable”  —  which,  in  many  cases,  they 
are  —  and  it  screws  up  their  studies.  So  as  a 
result,  they  don’t  have  access  to  medication. 

Then  there’s  the  birth  defect  question. 
Ever  since  Thalidomide,  pharmaceutical 
companies  are  afraid  to  test  drugs  on 
women  of  child-bearing  age.  So  it’s  a  fetal 
rights  issue  that  predominates  over  the 
rights  of  these  women. 

You  can’t  get  into  a  good  trial  unless  you 
have  connections  anyway.  So  you  have  to 
have  money,  you  have  to  be  together,  you 
have  to  feel  that  your  life  is  important.  You 
know,  there  are  lots  of  issues.  And  of 
course,  a  lot  of  these  drugs  that  people 
fought  to  get  into  the  trials,  of  course,  have 
turned  out  to  be  useless  anyway.  That’s 
another  issue. 

Marea:  You  also  have  to  be  a  near  a  major 
city.  The  whole  business  in  People  in  Trou¬ 
ble  of  the  Ampligen  trial  being  in  Pittsburgh 
demonstrates  what  reality  is  for  women  liv¬ 
ing  with  AIDS.  New  York  to  Pittsburgh  for 
a  poor,  maybe  ill,  woman,  maybe  with 
kids.... 

Sarah:  It’s  interesting,  I’m  doing  my  fourth 
women’s  book  store  tour.  Very  few  men 
ever  come  to  see  me  read  unless  they  know 
me  personally,  so  I  get  these  audiences  that 
are  99  percent  lesbian.  Also,  I’m  promoting 
this  book  about  AIDS. 

It’s  not  quite  what  people  expected.  I 
haven’t  been  in  a  place  yet  where  AIDS  is  as 
much  in  people’s  lives  as  it  is  in  New  York 
City.  The  “reunification”  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  has  not  taken  place  everywhere,  as 
you  said  earlier.  So  there’s  still  a  real  separa¬ 
tion  between  men  and  women,  and  I  come  in 
with  this  material.  In  some  places  we’ve  just 
ended  up  spending  an  hour  on  AIDS. 

Marea:  You  find  yourself  doing  the  educa¬ 
tion? 

Sarah:  Yes,  so  all  the  questions  like  “Do  you 
use  a  computer?”  and  “Do  you  write  every¬ 
day?”  are  out  the  window! 

Instead,  the  standard  is  “Do  you  think,  if 
the  tables  were  turned,  these  guys  would  be 
there  for  us?”  That’s  a  question  I  get  all  the 
time. 

My  answer  to  that  is  always  “No,  they 
wouldn’t.”  But  first  of  all,  you  don’t  make 
decisions  based  on  something  like  that  and 
secondly,  the  reason  is  not  because  they’re 
gay  men,  it’s  because  they’re  men.  Straight 
men  don’t  help  straight  women  with  abor¬ 
tion  and  they’re  married  to  them.  So  I 
always  try  to  avoid  this  whole  stereotype  of 
gay  men  vs.  women  and  straight  men. 


Marea:  I  think  that  comes  across  in  the 
book.  I  guess  I  disliked  each  of  the  three 
main  characters  for  different  reasons.  Peter 
infuriated  me  much  of  the  time  and  Kate 
was  quite  a  character.  What  was  it  like 
working  on  Peter? 

Sarah:  Doing  a  straight  male  character  was 
very  interesting.  It  was  the  first  time  I’d 
done  it  and  I  learned  a  lot.  A  straight  male 
character  enters  a  book  like  a  straight  man 
enters  a  room,  with  a  very  low  standard  of 
judgment.  As  long  as  he’s  not  some  brutal 
rapist,  he’s  a  hero.  No  matter  how  pathetic, 
passive  or  self-indulgent  he  is,  there’s  this 
sympathy  that  the  reader  feels  toward  him. 

But  a  lesbian  walks  in  with  this  very  high 
burden  of  judgment.  She  has  to  be  really 
smart,  really  nice,  really  good  in  bed,  and 
really  gracious  in  the  face  of  oppression  — 
which  is  important.  Putting  a  lesbian 
character  like  Molly  and  a  straight  character 
like  Peter  together  on  one  page  was  hard 
because  she  couldn’t  do  anything  and  he 
could  do  anything!  I  thought,  okay,  I’ll  go 
back  and  read  other  books  to  help  develop 
these  two  characters  here  and  there  are 
none.  I  think  it’s  because  they’re  living  in 
such  different  universes  and  they’re  judged 
by  such  different  value  systems. 

Marea:  Even  when  they  do  meet,  there’s  this 
passing  in  the  night  feel  to  it.  I  like  Molly,  I 
felt  like  she  was  true  to  life  but  I  was  curious 
about  how  you  developed  Kate.  She  enjoys 
heterosexual  privilege  and  the  benefits  of 
both  men  and  women  but  she  doesn’t  take 
any  stands.  Then  she’s  the  one  who  goes  out 
and  gets  on  TV  in  a  demonstration  and  does 
an  incredible  art  piece,  “People  in 
Trouble.”  Was  that  something  that  came  to 
you  while  you  were  writing  the  book  or  did 
you  plan  it  out? 

Sarah:  Well,  in  spite  of  the  attention,  I  don’t 
think  she  totally  wins.  I  guess  it  was  because 
the  last  few  years  I  graduated  from  waitress- 
ing  and  was  much  more  involved  in  the  art 
world.  I  found  the  level  of  self-righteousness 
and  lack  of  politics  in  that  community  in¬ 
credibly  appalling.  1  was  really  shocked 
with  all  this  “my  political  work  is  my  art 
work”  because  that’s  crap.  I  wanted  to  talk 
about  that  so  that’s  what  the  book  is  about, 
real  anger  towards  that  kind  of  thing. 

Marea:  There  are  several  conversations  with 
that  theme  between  all  three  major 
characters. 

Sarah:  A  lot  of  artists  think  that  they’re  bet¬ 
ter  than  other  people,  you  know.  They  think 
they’re  visionaries  or  whatever  and  yet  they 
give  very  little  to  the  culture.  So  Kate  — 
even  though  these  political  issues  begin  to 
interact  with  her  life  —  always  remains  an 
individual  because  she  has  no  community. 
She  has  no  gay  identity. 

Marea:  How  long  did  it  take  you  to  write  this 
book? 

Sarah:  Three  years.  It  was  hard  because  I 
was  writing  about  something  that  hadn’t 
been  written  about  before.  There  was  this 
big  hole.  When  I  started  I  read  all  the  fiction 
about  AIDS  that  was  just  appearing  at  the 
time.  I  found  it  was  mostly  “panic  fiction.” 
“I  don’t  want  to  die,”  “Why  me?”  1  knew 
that  was  not  what  I  was  talking  about,  be¬ 
cause  I  was  a  witness  and  I  wasn’t  facing  my 
own  death.  I  had  a  different  perspective. 
Since  then,  the  genre  has  really  evolved. 
We’ve  got  the  survivor  memoir  like  the  Paul 
Monette  widower  book  and  that  kind  of 
thing.  But,  there  was  no  common  cultural 
agreement  about  the  symbols  of  this  event. 
What  is  the  vocabulary  of  this  event?  I 
started  to  make  lists  of  details  —  hundreds 
of  details  —  watching  people  put  AL-721  in 
their  Coke,  watching  Rock  Hudson  off  to 
Paris  on  TV,  all  these  little  moments.  Then  I 
tried  to  pick  out  50  that  would  resonate 
with  everyone  and  use  them,  watch  alarms 
going  off,  men  wearing  crystals,  all  that... I 
was  trying  to  identify  a  vocabulary  so 
there’ll  be  a  foundation  that  people  can  use. 
And  I  think  more  people  will  be  writing 
about  this  for  the  next  three  generations.  If 
you’re  writing  about  love,  everyone  knows 
what  the  symbols  are,  so  you  can  get  deep. 
But  when  you’re  writing  about  AIDS  you’re 
just  on  the  surface  because  you’re  just  iden¬ 
tifying  the  language. 

Another  thing  I  felt  throughout  was  that 
the  form  of  fiction  was  inadequate  to  the 
event.  I  went  back  to  other  things  like  the 
Holocaust,  Hiroshima  —  whatever  —  to  see 
what  kind  of  writing  there  was.  But  there 
was  virtually  no  fiction,  mostly  memoirs 
and  journalism.  I  realized  halfway  through 
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LESBIAN  MOTHER 
STUDY 


ARE  YOU  HAVING  A  CHILD 


BY  ALTERNATIVE 
INSEMINATION? 

We  are  interested  in  interviewing  pro¬ 
spective  lesbian  mothers  as  part  of  a 
multi-city  study  of  lesbian  mothers  and 
their  children.  If  you  are  currently  in¬ 
seminating  or  pregnant,  you  may  be  a 
candidate  for  the  study.  If  you  have  a 
partner  who  will  be  co-mothering,  she 
also  may  be  included. 

The  study  is  set  up  as  a  20-year 
longitudinal  study  of  lesbian  families. 
The  first  interview  will  take  place  before 
the  baby  is  born  (or  before  conception, 
for  women  who  are  currently  in¬ 
seminating).  Follow-up  interviews  will 
take  place  when  the  child  is  between  1 
and  2  years  old  and  when  the  child  is  5, 
10,  and  17  years. 

The  interviewers  will  meet  you  at  your 
home.  All  interviewers  are  lesbian  men¬ 
tal  health  professionals. 

If  you  would  like  to  consider  par¬ 
ticipating,  please  call. 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.:  Caroline  Sparks, 
Ph.D.,  Jean  Hamilton,  M.D. 

301/951-9040. 

BOSTON:  Nancy  Reed,  M.S.W., 
L.I.C.S.W.  617/661-0248 

SAN  FRANCISCO:  Nanette  Gartrell 
M.D.  415/346-2336 


OREX- 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Bangkok . $479  OW 

Guatemala  City. ..$21 8  OW 

London . $165  OW 

Abidjan . $394  OW 

(from  N.Y.C.) 
Warsaw . $309  OW 

Please  call  us  at  482-2900  for  the 
lowest  current  int’l  and  domestic 
fares. 

All  fares  are  one  way  based  on  a 
round  trip.  Subject  to 
availability,  tax  not  included. 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02T16 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


TAX  PREPARATION 

Electronic 

Filing 

Guarantees 
Receipt  of 
Your  Refund 
in 

Less  Than 
Three  Weeks! 

MAXIMIZE  YOUR  REFUND! 
MINIMIZE  YOUR  TAXES! 

•  Individual  •  Partnership  •  Corporate 

•  Year-round  guidance  and  planning 

•  Convenient  evening  and  weekend  appointments 

•  Reasonable  Rates  -  Professional  service 

i  "  i|l  %  ' 

1  Proudly  serving  the 
I  Gay  Community 

Datavantage,  Inc,  Hank  Gold 

552  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston  247-1283 

■y : . .  -  . . .  .  .  : 

SHARE 

SOME 


\ 


LIVE  ACTION  NETWORK 


1*900*999*8500 

Just  75*  a  minute 


(SI  .5.0  tor  1st  mm.) 

Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mail  Box! 


1  -900-234-2345 


THE 

BEAN 

GOOSE 


Ski  X  and  Slope 
Private  Baths 
Swimming  Pool 
Tavern  Room 
Jacuzzi 


Sunapee  Region 
New  Hampshire 
(603)  456-3144 


The  Bean  Goose  (ben  goos)  1,  a  bed  and  breakfast 
inn  offering  country  charm.  2,  a  vacation  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3, 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts.. 

MasterCard  &  VISA 
1  Vi  hours  from  Boston 
Innkeepers  Jan  &  Leslie 


► 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

ADMIRAL'S  LANDING 
GUEST  HOUSE 
(OPEN  YR  RND) 

158  Bradford  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(508)  487-9665  Brochure 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACCOUNTING/TAXES 

GORDON  E.  PARRY,  CPA 
Tax  Preparation  and 
Small  Business 
Consulting 
Boston,  So.  End: 

(617)  730-4103 
North  Shore: 
(617)631-3117 
ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)  523-1060 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 
351  Broadway, 
Cambridge 
(617)  868-3392 
T,W,F,Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 
Repairs/Parts/Work¬ 
space 

BOOKKEEPINGfTAXES 

SHADOW  BUSINESS 
SERVICES 

•Bookkeeping  "Payroll 
•Tax  Preparation 
Call  Bob  af 
(617)292-6415 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 
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ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St. 

Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

COMMONWEALTH, 

INC. 

42  Pleasant  St. 

Arlington,  MA 
(617)  646-3535 
Call  Dan  or  Meg 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
186Vi  Hampshire  St.  ‘ 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-4488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON, 

M.A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  gay  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St., 

Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY, 
LICSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/ 
AIDS  issues,  gay/les¬ 
bian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH 

ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(617)876-6110 

Insurance  Accepted 

Fees  Negotiable 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA 
(617)  661-0248 


’  XV  FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston.  MA  021 15 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  for 
appt. 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 
M.D.,  PhD 
Child  and  Adult 
Psychiatry 

20  yrs.  serving  lesbians, 
gay  men  and  their 
children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 


DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 

WELLNESS  CENTER 
Comprehensive  six- 
week  residency  program 
for  HIV  positive 
asymptomatic 
individuals. 
1-800-767-HEAL  (4325) 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Jay  Littell,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)522-1115 
Trisha  Solio,  Janet 
Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11 

Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov't.  Ctr.,  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL'S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES’  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-F  10-7,  Sa.  10-10, 

Su.  12-6 


LIBERATION  BOOK 
CLUB 

PO  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT 
06856 

National  gay  &  lesbian 
book  club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 


WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 
Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary 

consultation 

Computer  electrology 

specialist 

Central  Square, 

Cambridge 

(617)  497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 


552  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your 
insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 

MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 

Marketplace 

5th  FI.  Loft 

Boston,  MA 

(617)  367-0414 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS 
GUILD 

Lawyers  Referral 
Service 
(617)  227-7008 
M-F  1-5pm. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese, 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 
(617)  262-1000,  X  298, 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

BETH  WALSH,  C.M.T. 
Sports  massage,  pain 
relief,  relaxation 
techniques. 

(617)  623-7258. 


TANNING 

THE  TAN  MAN 
416  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  268-0866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 
WOMEN'S 

INVESTMENT  LETTERS 
Advice  on  Stocks, 
Bonds,  and  more 
$120/year  letter  ($10 
copy) 

$150  course  ($15  first) 
Box  5015 

Cochituate,  MA  01778 

WHOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Acupuncture, 
Chiropractic,  Massage 
&  Polarity 

338  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St.  • 
Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirt  Printing 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 

TYPESETTING 


Commercial  & 
Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629  (10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

COMPUTERS 

HOSKEN  & 
ASSOCIATES 
Software,  Hardware 
Networks,  Trouble¬ 
shooting.  Maintenance 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 


309  Shawmut  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

LINEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 
55  Dartmouth  St.  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete 
Aveda  Aromatherapy 
Hair,  Skincare  and 
Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5 
Wed.-Fri.  9-9 
Walk-in  or  appt. 

247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122  M-Th,  12-7 


PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates. 

Call  for  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 

TERRI  SANDERS 
Specializing  in  the  Fine 
Restoration  of  Older 
Homes 

Interior/Exterior 

Insured 

Call  (617)  661-6089 
for  Estimate 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

HIGGINS 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
Private  Studio, 

Warwick,  Rl 
$39  Special:  8x10  Color 
Portraits  —  G&L's 
Preferred 

Call  Pat,  (401)461-3240 


GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  426-4469  or 
contact  Wayne: 
(617)353-1925 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

WOMEN’S 

NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  —  A  Club  for 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200 
Th.  4  PM-2  AM,  F  4  PM-2 
AM,  Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 
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LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


- : - *. - 

LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


COMPUTER  HELP 

•  software  •  hardware  •  networks 

•  maintenance  •  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating  small  business  practices 
and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control. 

We  are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give  your  needs 
personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty  years  of  computer  experience  and  over 

thirty-five  years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help  you  achieve  that  goal. 

Hosken  and  Associates 
Eight  Hillside  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02120 
JOHN  HOSKEN  (617)  445-8130 
FAX  (617)  442-6439 


S&G 

SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 

126  STATE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MA  02109 
523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 
CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


Writers 

Continued  from  centerspread 
that  a  novel  couldn’t  accomplish  those 
things.  We  don’t  even  understand  the 
epidemic,  we’re  in  the  middle  of  it  and  we 
don’t  have  time  to  think  about  it. 

Marea:  Was  that  a  source  of  frustration? 

Sarah:  Yes.  How  do  you  talk  about  it 
without  being  trite?  So  much  of  People  in 
Trouble  is  already  outdated. 

Marea:  But  it’s  a  short,  very  compact  book, 
and  you  used  a  style  that’s  different  from 
your  others. 

Sarah:  The  structure  was  different  because  I 
used  three  points  of  view.  I  usually  have 
one.  That’s  why  1  started  off  with  that  quote 
from  Karl  Marx  at  the  beginning  —  because 
I  wanted  to  show  how  people’s  social  posi¬ 
tioning  and  proximity  to  events  determines 
their  desire  or  willingness  to  act  and  take 
responsibility. 

You  have  these  three  people,  none  of 
whom  have  AIDS.  A  straight  man,  a  bisex¬ 
ual  woman  and  a  lesbian,  and  their  proximi¬ 
ty  to  the  tragedy  so  much  determines  their 
relationship  to  the  world.  That’s  one  of  the 
things  I  was  trying  to  show.  People  who  are 
marginal  know  how  they  live  and  how  the 
dominant  culture  lives.  But  people  in  the 
dominant  culture  only  know  how  they  live. 
The  people  with  the  most  power  have  the 
least  information  and  that’s  just  the  way  it 
is.  Thus  you  have  a  character  like  Peter  who 
is  so  ignorant  and  so  protected. 

Marea:  And  so  arrogant  at  the  same  time! 
What  about  the  Donald  Trump  figure  in  the 
book?  He’s  always  on  the  outskirts,  doing 
his  colonial  thing  and  then  each  of  the 
characters  meets  him,  in  a  way. 

Sarah:  Donald  Trump  is  the  quintessential 
villain  of  our  time  and  he’s  in  all  our  lives. 
He’s  a  symbol  that’s  getting  bigger  and  big¬ 
ger  and  bigger,  becoming  this  personifica¬ 
tion  of  capital  in  our  culture. 

When  I  started  writing  this  book  the 
things  about  Trump  —  and  the  things  about 
ACT  UP  —  were  inflated  but  many  have 
come  true.  [For  example].  Trump  bought 
Eastern  and  converted  it. 

Marea:  And  the  book’s  been  finished  for 
about  a  year? 

Sarah:  Yes,  and  then  it  went  through  the 
process  of  publication.  When  I  imagined  an 
ACT  UP  demo  at  St.  Patrick’s,  1  thought 
maybe  40  people  would  show  but  when  it 
really  happened  it  was  7,000  people!  1 
underestimated  what  ACT  UP  wouid  be¬ 
come  in  some  ways,  and  that  was  great. 


Marea  Murray 


Marea:  I  read  After  Delores,  your  last  book; 
on  the  train  to  New  York  and  there  was  this 
undercurrent  of  despair  to  it.  People  In 
Trouble  continues  that.  I  certainly  under¬ 
stand  that  but  I’m  wondering  where  you  see 
it  going,  in  your  next  book  or  whatever. 

Sarah:  I’ve  already  completed  a  first  draft  of 
a  new  book.  It’s  called  Empathy:  The 
Cheapest  of  Emotions.  ( laughter )  It’s  a  hap¬ 
py  book,  a  novel  about  psychoanalysis.  One 
thing  I  learned  from  Peter  was  that  male 
characters  have  a  lot  more  freedom,  like 
men  do.  So  I  decided  I  would  be  a  male 
character.  I’m  writing  this  book  of  myself  as 
a  man  and  it’s  really  fun  because  I  can  say 
anything! 

I ’m  also  doing  a  lot  more  experimentation 
in  form.  I’ve  been  working  in  different 
genres  for  ten  years,  play-writing,  novel 
writing  and  journalism.  I’ve  tried  out  a  lot 
of  stuff  and  I  found  out  that  a  different 
form  is  appropriate  for  a  different  feeling. 


So  in  one  book  when  you  have  a  lot  of 
feelings  you  can  show  it  by  the  shape  of  the 
words  as  well  as  by  the  content.  Now,  in¬ 
stead  of  describing  feelings  or  things  I’m 
just  describing  ways  of  thinking,  which  is 
very  challenging  intellectually.  I’m  enjoying 
that  a  lot. 

Marea:  Is  there  anything  else  you  feel  like 
talking  about? 

Sarah:  Oh  yes,  just  a  little  more  on  activism 
versus  writing.  I  think  that  books  can  help 
people  decide  to  be  activists  but  reading  a 
book  is  not  the  same  thing  as  taking  action. 

And  writing  a  book  is  not  the  same  thing 
as  taking  action  either.  Fewer  and  fewer 
people  read  and  books  are  no  longer  a 
source  of  popular  stimulation.  So  reading 
and  writing  books  is  like  an  engagement  bet¬ 
ween  shrinking  communities.  And  there  is 
no  article  on  AIDS  that  has  the  impact  of  a 
demonstration  in  front  of  the  FDA.  That  is 
no  substitute.  If  people  are  going  to  be 
writers  or  artists  or  whatever,  when  they’ve 
finished  doing  their  work  they  have  to  go 
and  take  a  stand  just  like  everybody  else.  I 
think  that’s  really,  really  important  and  I’d 
like  to  emphasize  that.  □ 

Terre 

Continued  from  page  7 

threshing  wheat,  with  the  clouds  making 
the  same  curves  as  the  furrows.  The  Hop¬ 
per’s  a  white  farmhouse  and  lots  of 
telephone  wires. 

Well,  they  have  something  in  common. 
One  day  they  go  on  a  business  trip  together, 
and  it  turns  out  that  the  married  Mr.  Clay 
has  certain  lusts,  and  he  likes  ass-fucking  the 
young  art  lover  who  has  become  his  assis¬ 
tant.  This  leads  to  the  double  whammy  that 
closes  the  story  —  the  hypocrisy  of  the 
homosexual  who  does  not  identify  as  a 
homosexual  —  and  the  hypocrisy  of  the 
small  town  mind  that  is  proud  of  its  little 
museum  but  doesn’t  cotton  to  having  art  by 
people  who  might  be  communist  or  —  far 
worse  —  homosexual  communists. 

Terre  Haute  begins  as  a  memory  piece, 
the  recollection  of  a  rich  white  youth  —  but 
it  gets  as  nasty  as  George  Whitmore’s 
Nebraska.  The  root  of  the  nastiness  lies  in  a 
basic  shortcoming  of  intergenerational  rela¬ 
tionships:  the  lack  of  power  on  the  part  of 
the  younger  person  can  turn  to  hatred  and 
desire  for  revenge.  When  I  was  18  I  had  an 
affair  for  six  months  with  a  28-year-old 
Eurasian  psychiatric  intern.  Every  Friday 
night  when  I  finished  ushering  at  my 
hometown  movie  theater  I  would  borrow 
my  father’s  1963  Buick  Special  and  drive  to 
Central  Islip  State  Hospital,  enter  the 
grounds  and  park  at  Kris’s  dormitory.  Every 
Friday  night  he  would  undress  me,  turn  me 
over,  get  up  on  his  knees  on  the  single  bed 
and  say:  “Prepare  to  accept  my  manhood.” 
What  did  I  know?  I  wanted  sex,  and  though 
I  wasn’t  truly  happy  with  what  I  had,  I  had 
it.  And  to  be  fair  to  Kris,  we  traveled  in  a  set 
of  mostly  working  class  gays  who  were  very 
into  role-playing.  Our  closest  friends  were  a 
lesbian  couple  named  Mo  (who  resembled  a 
young  Jackie  Gleason)  and  Kathy  (who 
gussied  up  like  Loretta  Lynn,  whom  I  had 
not  heard  of  at  that  time).  So  maybe  Kris 
wasn’t  as  much  of  a  power-abuser  as  I  fear 
he  was;  all  I  know  is  how  I  felt.  And  in  Terre 
Haute  the  formula  is  there:  the  teenage  boy 
who  wants  to  get  out  of  the  house  AND  have 
sex;  the  married  man  who  wants  the  respec¬ 
tability  of  his  known  lifestyle  AND  the  hot 
hole  of  his  secret  honeychild.  I  must  admit  I 
was  rooting  for  Jared,  although  I  do  get 
Frightened  when  bitterness  snowballs. 

Gay  life  wasn’t  all  that  easy  even  before 
AIDS.  Terre  Haute  is  a  rich  evocation  of  a 
long-gone  period  of  repression  that  gave 
way  to  a  sexual  revolution  that  gave  way  to  a 
new  period  of  repression.  But  now  we  hope 
that  Jared  moved  to  a  major  city  and  joined 
Act  Up  or  at  least  marches  in  the  Gay  Pride 
Parade,  and  that  he  figured  out  the 
beneficial  aspects  of  condoms  before  they 
became  fashionable.  Because  with  these 
taunting  novels  that  end  during  the  sexual 
revolution  (Alan  Hollinghurst’s  masterful 
The  Swimming-Pool  Library  the  foremost 
example  and  the  aforementioned  Nebraska) 
we  have  no  idea  of  knowing  who  the  sur¬ 
vivors  are.  □ 
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DIAL  NOW  GUYS  ARE  WAWNG! 


1-900-999-: 


'BILLED  TO  YOUR  PHONE  AS  "DREAMLIKE" 
l  95«  PER  MINUTE  -  *1 .50  THE  FIRST  MINUTE 


BILLED  TO  YOUR  PHONE  AS 
"REAL  PEOPLE'  -  S3  50  PER  CALL 


COPYRIGHT '969  REAL  PEOPLE  L  TO  YOU  MUST  BE  '8  OLDER  PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE 


MAKE  THE  CONNECTION! 


1<900<646<4646 


TALKING  PERSONALS 


•  Listen,  or  Record  Yours 

•  Fun,  Safe,  Easy  •  24  Hrs. 

•  Private  Voice  Mailboxes 

•  Over  25  Gay  Categories 

•  Gay  Owned  &  Operated 


$1.45/min.  Free  Info:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext.  3929 


Select  Your  Next  Mate 


- 

‘i  I  j  % 

» 


MAGIC 

neCallM 

I  This  Action! 

, 

W '  j'tWfWM 


RECORD  your  own  private  voice 

mail  box 

■ 

0  RETRIEVE  messages  other  callers 
have  left  in  your  mail  box 

Q  LEAVE  YOUR  MESSAGE  in  others 
mail  boxes 

Q  RECORD  your  message  on  our 
message  center 

O  LISTEN  TO  MESSAGES  other  callers 
have  left  on  our  message  center. 


UR*! 


*NI 


-8017 

.75  per  min.  $1 .50  first  minute 


Hang  out  with  someone  you  care  about. 

With  ‘‘voice  personals”  from  Gay  Selections, 
you  can  meet  other  gay  men  who  share  your  lifestyle 
and  live  in  New  England. 

Simply  call  Gay  Selections  and  listen  to  a  dozen  or 
more  personal  messages  from  a  diverse  selection  of  gay 
men,  then  respond  to  those  messages  that  interest  you. 


per  minute. 


Try  our  new  demo  number:  617-262-7272 
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GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
H  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

LWF  40  non-smoker  looking  for  possible  relationship 
with  LF  who  enjoys  outdoors,  pets  quiet  no  drugs.  New 
Bedford  GCN  Box  385. _ (33) 

FRENCH  DEMONSTRATIONS 
Furry  teddy  looking  to  give  French  demonstrations  in 
your  home  or  office,  weekday  lunch  hour/aftemoons, 
in  the  South  End/Back  Bay  area.  Delivery  man  uniform 
available  for  the  right  situation!  Send  photo  and  favorite 
scene,  but  if  you  don’t  use  rubbers  when  you’re  plowing 
somebody’s  throat,  don’t  bother  answering  this  ad. 
GCN  Box  358 _ (33) 

CONDOM  CASE 

Beautiful  soft  leather  designed  for  discretion.  Purchase 
guarantees  corporate  donation  to  AmFAR.  Credit  cards 
accepted.  $6.95  plus  S&H.  (800)  541-5114,  (33) 


A' 


NNOUNCEMENTS 

COMPLAINT  LETTERS 

Consumer  complaints,  landlord/tenant  problems,  political 
opinion  letters,  resume  cover  letters.  We’ll  write  your  letter, 
address  and  stamp  the  envelope.  It’s  All  Write  (617)  641-4994. 
(34) _ _ _ 

Beyond  Co-Dependency  &  Addiction:  Realization  of  Soul  Self 
—  A  highly  conscious,  deeply  inspiring  12-week  Inner  Heal¬ 
ing/Psychotherapy/Spiritual  Growth  Group  for  bi/gay  men 
with  positive  experience  in  12-step  programs.  Also,  deep,  soul- 
level  inner  healing  work  for  individuals.  Information: 
Mordechai  Kramer,  (617)  932-5518. _ (35) 

FAMILY  OF  PWA-S 

2  lesbians,  our  brothers  have  AIDS,  want  to  start  a  support 
group.  Call  522-5448  for  info. _ (33) 

PROUD  OF  THE  PAST,  LOOKING  TO  THE  FUTURE  is 
the  1990  Pride  Celebration  theme.  Do  you  have 
photographs/slides  from  the  past  that  you  are  proud  of  and 
would  like  to  see  published  in  the  1990  PRIDE  BOOKLET?  If 
you  can  loan  a  photo/slide  please  contact  us  by  March  2, 
1990.  (Include  your  name  and  address  on  back  of  each 
photo).  Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Pride,  Attn:  Pride  Booklet,  338 
Newbury  St.,  202L,  Boston,  MA  02115.  P.S.  Has  anyone 
seen  the  Lavender  Rhino  recently?  call  617-262-3149.  (33) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  For  info  and  support  call  HAWC,  (508)  744-6841 
(voice  24  hours,  I  1  Y  9-5). _ (18.1) 

S  f  R  V  /  C  F  5 

MAKE  LIFE  LESS  TAXING 

Worried  about  getting  your  taxes  done  right?  Relax. 
Call  (617)  821-1601.  ACCOUNTING 

MICROSYSTEMS,  INC.  “Your  Accounting  Solution 
Center”  ' _ (32) 


SENSUAL  NOVELTIES  AND  LOTIONS 

Shipped  discreetly;  $4.00  for  two  catalogs;  void  where 
prohibited;  must  send  (signed!)  letter  certifying  you  are 
over  21  years  old.  Capricorn  Distributing,  5837  Karric 
Square  Drive,  Suite  269-A,  Dublin,  Ohio  43017.  (33) 

ACCOMODATION  ADDRESSES 
Business  or  Personal  mail  received,  held,  forwarded. 
Privacy,  security,  convenience.  PPS/N,  P.O.  Box  91, 
Milton,  MA  02186,  1-800-248-2875. _ (43) 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7840 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  "Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
- 1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232  IS9 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 
BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 
OR  COMPATIBLE 

“Bookkeeping  By  Design” 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R,  G/L  Payroll,  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)445-8130 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

3arbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is;  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  |ust  keep  writing  on  i  separate  sheet  ol  paper  at  a  cost  of  25<  per  word  (35<  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  254 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business;  $8  for  1st  25  words;  354  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $. 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x  . 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

APARTMENTS  J  SUMMER  RENTALS  .  RESORTS 

:  FOR  SALE  O  PUBLICATIONS  T 1  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  GRIDES  D  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

number  of  runs)  $ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $  . 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $. 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  . 

Subtotal  $ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $. 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $. 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ . 

US;  $33 .  Institutional  rate;  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15  $. 

Total  $  . 


•Deadline;  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to; 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  02116 


Name 

Address . 

City  _ 

State _ _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Tax  Planning  And  Preparation 
Small  Business  Accounting  Services 

Linda  O’Leary 

•  Reasonable  Rates 

•  Professioan!  Service 

•  Evening  and  Weekend 
Appointments 


BOSTON,  MA 


(617)  782-2452 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

jOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

NEW  LOCATION; 

581  BOYLSTON  STREEI 
4th  FLOOR 

BOSTON,  MASS.  021  tb 
(617)  353-1500 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

15  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 


Phone 

(617) 

266-20 
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42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON  MA  02215 


G' 


DESPERATELY  SEEKING 

ASSISTANCE 

GCN  Calendar  needs  a  permanent  volunteer  coor¬ 
dinator!  3-5  hours  a  week.  Typing  skills  a  plus.  Be  on 
top  of  what’s  happening  in  the  les/gay  communitv!  Call 
Fred  at  GCN,  426-4469. 

DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out.  THANKS! 


CN  S  P  E  CIALS 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

‘Progressive,  Dynamic 
Environment 

‘Competitive  Salaries  and 
Excellent  Benefits 
‘Innovative  HIV  Education  and 
Treatment  Programs 
Fcinvay  Community  Health  Center 
is  an  Fqual  Opportunity  Employer. 
People  of  Color  encouraged  to 
apply. 

MEDICAL  ADMINISTRATOR 

Full  time  position  available  im¬ 
mediately  for  experienced  manager  to 
perform  administrations  functions 
for  FCHC  medical  department.  In- 
[  eludes  budget  preparation  and  monit¬ 
oring,  staff  recruitment,  scheduling, 
coordination  of  in-service  training 
program,  monthly  statistical  repor¬ 
ting,  and  administrative  supervision 
of  four  program  coordinators.  Re¬ 
quires  minimum  of  B.S.  in  Nursing, 
N.P.  preferred,  and  at  least  three 
years  experience. 

NURSE  PRACTITIONER 

Full  time  position  for  NP  experienced 
in  working  wiht  substance  abusers,  to 
join  staff  of  Drug  Abuse  and  Health 
Care  Services  (DAHCS)  Project,  an 
innovative  program  to  provide  pri¬ 
mary  health  care  services  to  clients  of 
substance  abuse  treatment  programs. 
Must  be  able  to  work  well  with  multi¬ 
disciplinary  team. 

NURSE  PRACTITIONER  OR 
PHYSICIAN  ASSISTANT 

Challenging  full  or  part  time  position 
for  NP  or  PA  interested  in  HIV- 
related  illness,  to  join  staff  of 
Metropolitan  Area  HIV  Services 
(MAHS)  Project.  Innovative  HIV 
treatment,  consultation/teaching  to 
area  providers,  primary  care,  with 
multi-disciplinary  team. 

PRIMARY  CARE  PHYSICIAN 

Full  time  positions  available  for 
BC/BE  internists  or  family  physi¬ 
cians  in  community  health  center  spe¬ 
cializing  in  gay  and  lesbian  health. 
Must  have  special  interest  in  HIV  and 
primary  care.  Involves  working  with 
nurse  practitioners  and  physician 
assistants,  and  may  involve  consulta¬ 
tion  and  HIV  education  to  other 
community  health  providers. 

HIV  PHONE  COUNSELOR 

Half  time  position  in  anonymous 
HIV  testing  program.  Must  have  ex¬ 
cellent  telephone  communication  and 
organizational  skills.  Knowledge  of 
H1V/A1DS  issues  helpful.  Bilingual 
ability  in  English  and  Spanish  or  Por¬ 
tuguese  is  required. 


Send  resumes  to:  Personnel, 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center, 
16  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02115 


Practically  complete  set  of  GCN’s  from  Vol.  2  (1974) 
on,  available  for  use  in  archive  or  library  setting.  FREE 
for  the  picking  up  or  mail  cost.  Call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

LIKE  TO  TALK  ON  THE  PHONE? 

I’m  looking  for  a  volunteer  to  come  in  from  10-2  on 
Thursdays  to  do  just  that!  Answer  phones,  people’s 
questions,  and  refer  calls.  Ask  for  Margaret  426-4469. 

HUMIDIFIER!!! 

The  office  (people  and  machines)  need  some  wetness  to 
offset  the  dry  heat.  If  you  have  a  humidifier  you’re  not 
using  and  would  like  to  donate,  please  call  Mike 
426-4469.  Thanks. _ _ 

GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 


PERSONAL  CARE  ATTENDANT  WANTED 

For  man  with  MS.  Flexible  hours,  competetive  salary. 
Transfer,  lifting  required.  Car  needed.  Call  Jay  Warren, 
days,  at  735-4612  for  more  information. _ (33) 

Telemarketers,  $500  to  $1500  Weekly.  Full  or  Part 
Time.  Process  Publication  Orders.  Call:  1-800-866-3548, 
Ask  for  Extension  L-102. _ (34) 

Personal  care  attendant  for  disabled  lesbian  feminist  art 
therapist.  Either  Wed.  8:30a.m.  to  Friday  8:30a.m.  (48 
hours),  $200  clear/week  or  alternate  weekends  Friday 
8:30a.m.  to  Monday  8:30a.m.  (72  hours)  $325 
clear/ weekend.  Lifting,  driving,  personal  care.  Light 
sleeper,  non-smoker  preferred.  1  year  minimum  com¬ 
mitment.  Call  524-0921.  (33) 
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H 


ftP  WANTED 


H 


RED  SUN  PRESS 

a  progressive, 
worker-managed 
printing  collective 
seeks  new  members. 


EXPERIENCED  PRESS  OPERATOR 

Our  presses  are  ATF  Chief  1 7  and  20, 
Heidelberg  KORD  and  29*  Miehle. 

BOOKKEEPER/OFFICE  MANAGER 

Overall  responsibility  for  finances  and  day- 
to-day  business  operations.  Familiarity  with 
computer  accounting  systems  preferable. 
People  of  color  and  women  are  encouraged 
to  apply. 

RED  SUN  PRESS 

(617)  524-6822 


LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets  free 
rent  plus  $2I5/wk.  Weekdays  5-10pm  $177/wk. 
Weekends  $180,  Call  731-6228,  (38) 


R 


OOMMATE  WANTED 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


ROOMATE  WANTED  -  APRIL  THRU  AUG 

Lefty,  irreverant,  S.F.  Grad  student,  28,  seeks  neat, 
quiet,  non-smoker  to  share  5-rm  apt.  in  Davis  Sq.  Lrg 
B-room  with  bay  —  $340-pIus.  Call  Melani  623-6377. 

_ (34) 

3LF  seek  fourth,  23-plus  in  a  large,  sunny,  semi  coop 
home  with  porch  in  Dorchester  W/D,  cat,  on  street 
parking  included.  200-plus.  Call  265-8818.  Available 
March  15th. _ (34) 

S  DYKES  IN  JP 

Collective  lesbian  household  seeks  LF  over  25  to  share 
irreverance  fashion  intervention  and  apple  pancakes. 
Feminists  vegetarians  activists.  Spacious  home  near 
green  and  orange  Ts,  pond  and  great  ice  cream.  Rent  a 
mere  241.67-plus.  All  this  and  more.  Call  Today: 
524-0821. _ (34) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  SUBLETfRENTER 
3  LF’s  seek  1  or  2  LF’s  30  plus  to  share  spacious,  in¬ 
dependent,  friendly,  progressive  home,  pondside. 
Minimal  drug  and  alcohol  use.  No  smoking  and  no  pets. 
Rent  X  4  $355/mo  plus  utilities.  Available  March  1 .  Call 
522-9760. _ (34) 

LF  42  seeks  LF  30-plus  for  beautiful  J.P.  apt.  Trees, 
porches,  warm,  friendly,  politl,  spiritual,  fun,  non- 
smok,  cats,  near  Arboretum,  T.  $3 16-plus,  March  or 
later,  Tusi,  524-1812. _ (34) 

LF  non-smoker  renting  single  furnished  bedroom, 
parlor,  shared  kitchen,  bath,  laundry.  $325  includes  all. 
Pets  in  home.  No  drugs.  Security.  (508)  997-3135.  New 
Bedford. _ (34) 

INMAN  SQ/CAMBRIDGE 

LF  plus  two  cats  seek  warm,  independent  28  plus  GM  or 
LF.  Spacious  6  room,  sunny  apt  with  fireplace  and 
porch;  near  T.  $400  plus.  Short  term  or  part  time 
welcome.  No  smoking,  drugs,  or  more  pets  please. 
868-1553. _ (33) 

LF  for  Large  Antique  Colonial  House  in  Groton. 
Washer/Dryer,  Fireplace;  Yard,  Hdwood  Firs.  On 
Commuter  Rail,  Convenient  to  all  areas.  Drug/alcohol 
free  home.  Moderate  smoker  okay.  $400/mo. 
(508)448-2289 _ (33) 

2  LFs  and  dog  seek  warm,  considerate  LF  28-plus  with 
sense  of  humor  to  share  sunny  apt.  in  E.  Arlington  near 
Spy  Pond.  W/D,  porches,  near  T.  No  smokers,  no  more 
pets,  please.  300-plus.  Call  648-4107, _ (33) 

SOMERVILLEfCAMBRIDGE  UNE 
2  independent  LFs  seek  3rd  to  share  3BR.  Porch,  pan¬ 
try,  w/d,  cat.  12  minut  walk  to  Harvard  Square. 

$34l-plus.  623-1588. _ (33) 

JP  CONDO  SUBLET 

LF  household  seeks  professorial  LF  or  perfect  situation 
for  lovers.  4/15  to  8/31  with  option  to  rent  beginning 
9/1.  Furnished,  2  firs,  huge  BR  with  skylight,  non- 
smoker,  near  T.  Washer/dryer,  no  more  pets,  we  have 
cat.  $292  each  if  couple,  $560  if  single,  heat/h.w.  inch 
524-3417  anytime. _ (35) 

THERE'S  NO  PUCE  LIKE  HOME 
Progressive  coop  home  near  Central  Square  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  seeks  funky  and  irreverant  housemate.  Semi-veg. 
No  cigs  or  cats.  Flex  move  in  date.  $375  includes  all. 
864-1466. 


OUSING  WANTED 

Artist  seeks  live-in  studio  to  share.  Call  Georgia  783-9392.  (33) 


PARTMENTS 


Ashmont  Hill,  Dorchester  3  bedroom  apartment  on  quiet 
street  near  red  line  T.  750  plus  utilities.  Available  immediately. 
Call  David  482-721 1  day,  265-3289  eve. _ (33) 

SOUTH  END  ALTERNATIVE 

Jones  Hill,  Dorchester.  Two  5rm  2BR  apts.  Near  T.  Apt  1: 
Renovated  sunny,  new  K  &  D,  dw,  w/d  hookup,  hdwd 
floors,  porches,  stained  glass  skylts.  $750  plus  utils.  Apt  2:  All 
wood  and  white.  Stained  glass.  Porches.  $650  plus  utils. 
282-1037.  Leave  message.  NO  FEE. _ (33) 

WORCESTER 

Apartment  available  for  immediate  occupancy,  6  rooms,  3 
bedrooms,  near  Clark  U.  chemical  free  space,  women  prefer¬ 
red,  $750.,  first,  lasts,  deposit  required.  Call  after  6  pm  (617) 
631-9336. _ (33) 


A  C  A  T  I  O  N  S 

A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross  country  trails  then  unwind 
in  our  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire.  With  19 
charming  rooms,  100  scenic  acres,  yummy  breakfasts 
and  inexpensive,  uncrowded  downhill  skiing  nearby, 
we’re  your  perfect  vacation  choice!  Great  mid-week  dis¬ 
counts.  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethle¬ 
hem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Inn¬ 
keepers; _  (42) 


UBLICATIONS 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


o 


a 


RGANIZATIONS 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174, _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info.  (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York,  NY 
10018 _  .  (7) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip¬ 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 


From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

14 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

rJ 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

El 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 

UBLICATIONS 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14, _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick ,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  M A  02139. _ (16,33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (ex) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17.36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St,  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009 _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 

WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  S10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50:  includes  Manhaltan  bar 
notes  &  wortien's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N .  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50:  Connecticut.  Delaware. 
District  ot  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont.  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  contidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  tor  further  mtormation.  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  (or  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


9? 


I’m  Spanish  and  Black,  incarcerated,  fun  lov¬ 
ing,  and  would  like  to  write  someone  for  con¬ 
versation.  Juanita  THOMAS,  19921,  1479  Col- 
linsAve,  Marysville  OH  43040 

I  would  like  to  correspond  with  a  dominant  per¬ 
son.  I’m  a  Black  lesbian,  25,  seeking  for  friend¬ 
ship,  trust,  admiration  and  a  close  bondage. 
I’m  lonely  and  need  someone  to  confide  in  and 
a  taste  of  life  from  the  outside.  Can  have 
photos.  Can’t  write  other  prisoners.  Angela  B. 
DAVIS,  A498084,  PO  Box  8540  (No.  164), 
Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 


Let’s  take  the  prison  system  to  WORLD 
court! 

JOHN  PEROTTI,  an  1WW  prison  organizer,  is 
preparing  a  human  rights  lawsuit  to  be 
presented  to  the  World  Court  in  Holland.  The 
purpose  is  to  show  the  widespread  abuse  and 
brutality  in  U.S.  (Fed.  and  State)  prisons.  Send  1 
John  your  affadavit  explaining  in  detail  how,  I 
when,  where,  and  by  whom  you  have  been  | 
abused:  John  Perotti,  IWW  Local  1,  c/o  Ruben 
Slaten,  Box  26381,  Dayton  OH  45426.  (Let’s 
make  sure  they  know  what’s  happening  with 
GAY/LESBIAN  prisoners!)  


OUTSIDERS  looking  for  prisoner  pen¬ 
pals:  *  Richard  Knight,  Box  4642,  East 
Lansing  MI  48826 

*  The  Culver  Family,  Box  8501,  Houston 
TX  77249  (This  is  a  couple  of  gay  men.) 

*  Ed  Morris,  No.373,  9200  Littleton  Rd, 
North  Fort  Myers,  FL  33903  (retired  man 
on  limited  income  with  lots  of  time) 

*  Steve  Oliva,  PO  Box  6060,  Boston  MA 
02114. 

This  is  an  experiment.  Prisoners  should 
remember  these  people  may  be  ‘swamped’ 
with  mail  and  may  not  be  able  to  write  all. 
Outsiders  should  at  least  let  prisoners  hear  | 
from  them  once  about  your  ‘intentions’. 
OK?  Good  Luck! 

rnrnmmmmtimmummmmummmamm 

Prisoner  Penpal  NOTE:  FLORIDA  prisoners 
can’t  write  other  prisoners.  Make  a  note  of  it. 


Hi,  I  would  like  to  hear  from  anyone.  I  need  to 
hear  from  someone.  1  have  no  one  at  all  to 
write.  Allen  SHELTON,  199-933,  Box  56, 
Lebanon  OH  45036. 


WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 
02181,  _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  I  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _ (ex) 


Surviving  in  Ronnie  Redneck-land 


g 

GM  looking  for  penpals/friends.  Will  ap¬ 
preciate  all  correspondence!  Hobbies  include! 
dancing,  water  sports  (boating,  skiing,  etc.), 
traveling.  Very  open  about  myself  and  open  to  I 
■  new  ideas.  They’re  feeding  me  off  paper  plates 
=  in  here  because  of  my  HIV  status  and  parading! 

around  in  rubber  gloves  to  show  what  danger 
_  they  have  to  deal  with.  I’d  like  some  info  on 

BAIDS  that  I  could  spread  around  in  here  and 
educate  these  people.  Thanks.  Mykel 
WESTERMEYER,  93812,  3001  W.  Hwy  146, 
LaGrange  KY  40032. _ 

Black  Gay  Male,  29,  good  body,  strong  mind 
and  good  looking,  looking  to  meet  sincere  peo¬ 
ple  on  the  outside  for  lasting  friendship  (and 
possibly  romance).  Please  write  to:  Andre 
MELETTE,  88A  7311,  Pouch  1,  Woodbourne 
NY  12788. _ _ 

1  like  people  and  life.  Reading,  good  movies,  art 
and  music.  It’s  a  bitch  in  here  but  I  don’t  let  it 
sour  me.  31,  (temporarily  ex-)activist,  not 
afraid  of  working  and  wanting  to  love  a  special 
person.  Will  answer  all,  so  let’s  see  where  we 
can  go. HELLO  OUT  THERE! 

I’m  seeking  penpal  friends.  1  like  all  kinds  of 
music,  and  some  sports  and  much  more.  I’ll 
answer  ALL  letters.  Let’s  be  in  touch.  Tom 
Howard  GANDY,  D- 34332  (F3-14-225-U),  480 
Alta  Rd,  San  Diego  CA  92179, _ 

GM,  36,  into  anything  that’s  fun  and  safe,  seek¬ 
ing  correspondence  with  any  other  gay  or  bi 
people,  especially  in  Idaho,  Oregon  or 
Washington.  Age,  race  and  color  no  problem! 
Thomas  Edward  CLARK,  289738,  B-22  5  Unit, 
PO  Box  520,  Walla  Walla  WA  99362. _ 

GM,  31,  would  like  to  write  penpals  ages  10  to  | 

99.  My  interests  include  movies,  NAMBLA  and  [ 
traveling.  Race  or  sex  doesn't  matter.  Prisoners 
welcome.  Kenneth  GUTZ,  523933  Wynne, 
Huntsville  TX  77349,  _ 

Lonely  bisexual  male  would  like  to  here  from 
gay  people  as  friends.  I’m  very  sad  in  here. 
Please  write.  Jamey  STEWART,  39737 
(3C-17),  1012  W.  Columbia,  Farmington  MO 
63640. 


I  It  gets  bad  in  here  because  some  inmates  believe 

_  jusi  because  you  are  gay  you  have  to  make  love 
■  to  them.  I  do  not  have  anyone  to  really  talk  to 

I  in  here.  I  would  like  to  have  someone  to  write 

F  and  also  some  information  on  having  a  sex 
change.  Keep  up  the  very  good  work!  Leroy 

1  JONES,  85615,  Gar  4-R  13,  LA  State  Prison, 

|  Argola  LA  70712. 

1  1  am  called  ‘Lisa’  by  my  friends  and  I  am  look- 

|  ing  for  a  real  man.  If  you  are  him,  write  me  and 
your  photo  gets  mine.  Not  looking  for  money, 

L  only  a  true  lover.  Billy  GOINS,  136409,  2-A-l, 

|  Box  500,  Boydton  VA  23917. 

R  Hey  TVs  and  TSs.  I’m  a  one  woman  man  who  is 

searching  for  a  companion  who  is  petite, 

II  loveable,  sexy,  graceful,  vivacious  and  refined. 

|  You  are  looking  for  a  good  looking,  charming, 

1  articulate,  caring  man  who  will  stand  by  your 

R  side  and  adore  you  to  no  end.  Floyd  BOYER, 

M  047794,  Box  747  (U-l-N-12),  Starke  FL  32091. 

U  25  yr,  male  who  likes  cycles,  leather  and  cruis- 
1  ing  down  the  road,  in  need  of  some  people  to 

J|  correspond  with.  Mike  MURPHY,  29054,  Box 
|  19100,  Jean  NV  89026.  (Can’t  write  prisoners) 

J  Lost  country  boy  needs  buddy  letters  to  help 
■  cope  with  this  place.  Friendship.  Possible  rela- 
|  tionship.  Etc.  D.  WARD,  446154,  Rt  1  Box  1, 

R  Huntsville  TX  77349 

[  Young  bi  would  like  to  find  true  friendship.  No 

U  games  please.  Any  bi  or  gay  man  or  woman 

1  welcome  to  write.  I’m  shy  and  do  look  good. 

I  Keith  CARMEL,  87B  252,  Box  2000,  Pine  City 
n  NY  14871. 

II  l‘m  33,  and  my  interests  are  writing  short 

|  stories  &  poems,  philosophy,  yoga,  and  Greek 

1  &  Roman  mythology.  1  can  write  other 

F  prisoners  and  will  answer  all  letters.  Ted  C. 
COLE,  906.  Ellis  I,  Huntsville  TX  77343. 

L  I’m  looking  for  people  (free  world  and 

1  prisoners)  to  share  feelings  and  experiences  and 

1  talk  with.  Send  pic  if  possible  and  I’ll  do  the 

I]  same.  Darrell  LINBOCKER,  378848,  Rt  1  Box 
150,  Tennessee  Colony  TX  75851. 

y  GM,  28,  would  like  someone  to  write.  I  have  a 

I  great  sense  of  humor,  am  very  versatile  (sexual- 
R  ly  and  otherwise),  so  be  adventurous  and  drop 

me  a  line!  Michael  HERNANDEZ,  C-30358 

II  (4B1R61),  Box  3456,  Corcoran  CA  93212. 

1  GM,  23,  seeking  friends  inside  and  out.  I’m  a 

1  very  emotional  person  with  sensitive  feelings.  I 
n  love  poetry,  classic  rock  music,  and  raquetball. 

1  have  the  eyes  of  an  angel  and  love  body 
y  builders  and  others  to  dominate  me.  Hot  letter 

1  gets  hot  letter.  Thom  EICHELBERGER,  500 

1  Western  Maryland  Parkway,  Hagerstown  MD 

M  21740. 

[I  GM,  22  yrs  young,  seeking  friendship.  I  am 

■  feminine  and  looking  for  a  gay  male.  My  in- 

I  terests  include  music,  walks,  sports  and  writing 

R  letters.  Not  looking  for  financial  help  of  any 

kind.  Can  and  will  write  other  prisoners.  Alton 

II  ‘Star’  STILLWELL,  95748,  Box  128,  Eddyville 
|  KY  42038. 

■  Hey  men!  I’m  a  lonely  man  looking  for  a  real 

|  person  to  share  thoughts  with.  Will  answer  all 
cause  at  mail  call  this  is  the  lonely  hour  for  me. 

L  Ace  McCARTIE,  18965,  Box  1989,  Ely  NV 

I  89301 

R  Bi  male  needs  a  friend  or  two.  I’ll  write  to 

anyone  who  writes  me  as  postage  is  no  problem 

11  for  me.  I  like  to  cook  (and  I’m  good  at  it),  read 
■  and  write.  Lyman  MYERS,  Box  120,  R137789, 

|  Lebanon  OF!  45036. 
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T  uesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st 
and  3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl. 
8-IOpm.  742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30-l0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  xl 908. 


Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band. 

No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Kathy,  424-7025  or  Gary,  267-6186. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  273-7228. 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street,  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  3/6  Fashion 
and  Body  Image,  3/13  Defining  Bisexuality.  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30- 1 0pm.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8:30pm.  3/6 
Long  Distance  Relationships,  3/13  Women's  Health.  The 
Women’s  Center  (see  above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8p9:30pm.  354-8807. 

Arlington  □  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at 
First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7: 1 5pm.  In¬ 
fo:  547-2440  or  508/562-5807. 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it.  Sister!  WMBR,  88. 1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  sponsored 
by  Women’s  Self  Defense  Collective.  Studio  3,  731  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  2nd  floor.  6-8pm.  $10435  sliding  scale  per 
mo.  625-1115. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women’s  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Thursday 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet,  if  possible.  Listings  must  be  typed.  No 
phone  calls,  puh-leeze! 

3  Saturday 

Worcester  □  No  Attitude  &  No  Alcohol  Dance  at 

the  Unitarian  Universalist  Church,  90  Holden  Street. 
7pm-midnight.  $3  donation.  For  info,  508/755-0005. 


8  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  FCHC's  Living  Well  Series  presents  What’s 
Love  got  to  do  with  it?:  Women’s  Sexuality  in  the 
'90's.  338  Newbury  Street.  6-8pm.  Free.  Paul  or  Linda, 
267-0900  to  register. 

Boston  □  Boston  City  Councilor  Rosaria  Salerno  will 
discuss  The  Struggles  of  the  Working  Class  in 
Boston  at  Simmons  College,  Trustman  Art  Gallery,  300 
The  Fenway.  I -2pm.  492-1955. 


Boston  □  PWA  Coalition  of  Boston  meets  at  the 
Boston  Living  Center,  140  Clarendon  Street.  7:30pm. 
437-6200  ext.  293. 

1 5  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

16  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Weekly  events 


Cambridge  □  Rock  Against  Sexism  presents  an 
evening  of  performance  in  celebration  of  International 
Women’s  Day,  at  the  Middle  East  Cafe,  479  Mass.  Ave. 
7:45pm.  354-8238. 


Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new 

training  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 


Boston  □  An  International  Women's  Day  Celebration, 
Women  Diverse  and  United  Confront  a  World  in 
Crises,  featuring  a  film,  guest  speakers,  music  poetry  and 
more.  At  the  Longwood  Theatre,  364  Brookline  Ave. 
5:30pm.  $3  donation.  Wheelchair  accessible. 

Boston  □  The  Group,  a  social/discussion  group,  meets 
at  The  Center,  338  Newbury  Street.  8pm.  266-1 129. 


Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 


9  Friday  □ 
Celebrating 
Survival,  a  benefit 
concert  for  the  Boston 
Area  and  North  Shore 
Rape  Crisis  Centers, 
featuring  Nancy  Day. 
Boston  University 
Concert  Hall,  855 
Commonwealth  Ave., 
Boston.  8pm.  For 
more  info:  492-RAPE. 


Cambridge  □  Rache  Alpert,  singer/songwriter,  per¬ 
forms  at  Indigo.  823  Main  Street.  8pm.  $8.  For  info, 
497-7200. 

4  Sunday 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defender's  Annual  Winter  Party  at  the  Harcus  Gallery, 
210  South  Street.  4-7pm.  $254  500  donation.  For  info, 
426-1350. 

Boston  □  BiSpace,  a  place  for  all  bisexuals  to  meet  and 
talk.  At  the  Les/Gay  Service  Center,  338  Newbury  Street. 
8pm.  $2  donation.  For  info,  247-6683. 

5  Monday 

Boston  □  Minorities  and  the  Media.  Members  of  dif¬ 
ferent  communities  come  together  to  discuss  responses 
to  defamation.  Sponsored  by  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Against  Defamation.  At  Boston  City  Hall.  7pm.  Masha 
Gessen,  445-2746. 

6  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  at 
the  Lindemann  Center,  25  Stamford  Street.  8- 1 0pm.  For 
info,  742-7897. 


9  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Celebrating  Survival,  a  benefit  concert  for 
the  Boston  Area  and  North  Shore  Rape  Crises  Centers, 
featuring  Nancy  Day.  At  Boston  University  Concert 
Hall,  855  Commonwealth  Ave.  8pm.  For  more  info, 
492-RAPE. 

10  Saturday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Contra  Dance  at 

the  First  Church  of  JP,  corner  of  Centre  and  Eliot. 
8-1  Ipm.  $5.  Phil  729-9206,  Scott  536-2014. 

1 1  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  JP. 

Potluck  at  the  First  Church.  4:30-7pm.  Mike  327-5669. 

Boston  □  Boston  Healing  Circle  at  the  Metropolitan 
Health  Club,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  Martin 
738-0091,  or  Rafael  731-9584. 

14  Wednesday 


Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Boston  □  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay,  and 
bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbury  Street,  rm. 
202k.  6pm-7:30pm.  Dave,  629-2518  or  Frank,  666-8912. 

Boston  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  meets 
for  worship  and  fellowship  at  1 3 1  Cambridge  Street.  7pm. 
437-0420. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  3/5  Images  of  Women  in 
Popular  Culture,  3/12  Staying  Friends  with  Hets. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free.  354-8807 
(TTY/ voice). 


Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding 
scale.  Whitewolf,  277-8232. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group.  Women’s 
Center  (see  above).  7: 30-9 :30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 


Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series  presents  In¬ 
dividualized  Stress  Management  Training,  338  Newbury 
Street.  6:30-8pm.  Free.  Call  Paul  or  Robb  at  267-0900  to 
register. 


Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series  presents  Explor¬ 
ing  Women's  Healing  Power  of  Massage.  338 
Newbury  Street.  6-8pm.  Paul  or  Judy  at  267-0900  to 
register. 


Boston  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 

holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  Les/Gay  Service 
Center,  338  Newbury  Street.  7pm.  776-6956. 


508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 


Low  on  the  Richter  Scale 

Stan  Leven that's  attempt  to  stretch  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  urban  gay  novel  with  Faultlines  is  far  from  flawless 


trf  r. 


Sun  Leventhal 


Faultlines 

Ston  Leventhal 

Banned  Books,  Austin,  Texas 
$8.95  paper,  132  pages 


Reviewed  by  Wayne  Curtis 

aultlines  is  the  latest  of  Stan  Leven- 
thal’s  books,  after  Mountain  Climb¬ 
ing  in  Sheridan  Square  and  the  short 
story  collection,  A  Herd  of  Tiny  Elephants. 
Set  mostly  in  San  Francisco,  Faultlines  is  his 
most  ambitious  effort  to  date,  marking  an 
attempt  to  move  away  from  the  dramatic  ur¬ 
ban  autobiographical  approach  found  in 
Mountain  Climbing  and  some  of  the  stories 


in  Herd. 

Faultlines  is  not  quite  a  mystery,  but  falls 
more  in  the  adventure  genre;  the  closest 
parallels  I  can  think  of  are  Willyce  Kim’s  ex¬ 
cellent  Dancer  Dawkins  and  Dead  Heat,  in 
which  an  unlikely  crew  try  to  foil  the  evil  in¬ 
tents  of  a  villain  whose  identity  is  known 
from  the  beginning  of  the  story.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  Leventhal’s  Faultlines  doesn’t 


display  the  same  flair  for  character  develop¬ 
ment,  raucous  fun,  and  precise  plot  line  as 
does  Kim’s  work. 

Leventhal  simply  doesn’t  appear  comfor¬ 
table  writing  in  the  more  lighthearted  genre' 
he  has  chosen  for  Faultlines:  rarely  is  this 
book  as  much  fun  as  it  could  be.  He  also 
wastes  opportunities  to  build  suspense  by 
trying  to  be  too  literary  for  the  moment.  For 
example,  at  the  end  of  the  first  chapter 
Leventhal  has  his  two  protagonists  attempt¬ 
ing  to  escape  the  clutches  of  the  evil 
druglord  who  has  captured  them.  They  sit, 
huddled  in  darkness,  in  a  van  heading  north 
out  of  San  Francisco.  If  they  get  caught, 
they  could  be  killed.  This  is  a  great  scene 
with  which  to  end  a  chapter;  it  makes  the 
reader  want  to  turn  the  page  and  begin  the 
next  to  find  out  what  happens.  Instead  of 
being  satisfied  with  building  suspense, 
however,  Leventhal  ends  this  chapter  with 
an  unrelated,  philosophical  paragraph 
about  the  building  and  maintaining  of  cities: 

The  van  turned  right  and  moved  down  a 
steeply  inclined  street,  over  pavement  that 
had  been  torn  up  and  patched  together, 
broken  and  repaired,  a  cycle  that  stretched 
back  to  the  taming  of  the  city,  the  arrival 
of  populations  and  businesses.  As  in  all 
modern  cities,  everything  would  repeated¬ 
ly  fall  apart  and  eventually  be  put  back 
together.  A  pattern  as  reliable  and  endless 
as  birth  culminating  in  death,  the  revolv¬ 
ing  set  of  seasons,  and  the  planet’s  journey 
around  the  flaming  sun. 

The  images  are  nice,  but  they  don’t  belong 
here.  I’m  not  saying  that  genre  fiction  — 
mysteries,  adventure,  science  fiction,  and  so 
on  —  can’t  be  used  to  get  across  deeper, 
more  “literary”  sentiments;  far  from  it. 
Read  a  mystery  by  Michael  Nava  and  you’ll 
find  many  different  layers  of  images,  lyrical¬ 
ly  blended  with  great  writing  and  held  to¬ 
gether  by  a  suspenseful  plot.  A  genre  author 
simply  has  to  be  more  careful  how  he  or  she 
introduces  these  images  and  in  deciding 
where  to  put  them.  They  should  never  get  in 
the  way  of  the  fun. 

This  unartistic  blending  of  plot  and  im¬ 
agery  is  the  main  technical  problem  with 
Faultlines.  The  narrative  remains  bumpy, 
the  characters  are  a  bit  undeveloped,  and  the 


plot  sometimes  takes  turns  that  don’t  make 
a  lot  of  sense.  It  is  a  testament  to 
Leventhal’s  writing  ability  that  despite  these 
problems  the  reader  still  wants  to  continue 
with  the  story.  If  you’re  in  search  of  a  winter 
afternoon’s  escape  into  fiction,  you  can 
overlook  a  lot  of  this  and  still  enjoy  the  ride. 

Unfortunately,  Leventhal  wraps  up  the 
action  in  a  way  that  denies  his  reader  the 
pleasure  of  coming  away  from  Faultlines 
with  a  satisfying  sense  of  completion. 
Leventhal  twists  and  turns  his  way  to  a  fate¬ 
ful  gathering  of  all  his  main  characters  at  a 
televised  service  from  a  bogus  church  used 
by  the  druglord  as  a  front  operation.  Instead 
of  the  final  confrontation  we’ve  been 
waiting  for  that  will  expose  the  evil  villain, 
the  fraudulent  preacher,  and  their  bumbling 
goon  squad,  Leventhal  gives  us  a  partially 
explained  Structural  defect  in  the  building 
and  a  resulting  fire  that  ends  the  climactic 
scene  before  it  begins.  All  the  main  plot  con¬ 
flicts  are  settled  “offstage”  in  the  next  few 
paragraphs. 

I  came  away  feeling  cheated  out  of  the 
rowdy  finale  I  felt  the  book  deserved. 

Stan  Leventhal  deserves  a  pat  on  the  back 
for  trying  to  stretch  his  writing  style  and  not 
be  limited  strictly  to  the  “urban  gay  male” 
novel.  However,  Faultlines  needed  a  lot 
more  time  and  effort  before  it  was  publish¬ 
ed,  a  good  idea  that  was  pushed  out  of  the 
nest  before  it  could  fly.  □ 


Wayne  Curtis  is  a  freelance  writer,  editor, 
and  graphic  artist.  He  lives  in  Boston. 


BOSTON 
GAY  MEN’S 
CHORUS 

Robert  Barney,  Music  Director 

WITH  SPECIAL  GUEST 

SEATTLE  MEN’S  CHORUS 

Dennis  Coleman,  Music  Director 

TOGETHER  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME 

MARCH  17, 1990, 8  pm 

TICKETS:  ‘30.  ’25.  M8.  ’14,  *9 

ON  SALE  AT:  TICKETRON.  BOSTIX.  OUT  OF  TOWN,  GLAD  DAY.  FRITZ 
CHARGE  BY  PHONE:  720-3434  OR  247-BGMC 
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POST-CONCERT  RECEPTION:  SHERATON-BOSTON,  $5  AT  THE  DOOR 
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